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When is a proposed chapter 16-252 WAC section or subsection considered “AAFCO and/or current WAC identical”? 
 
A proposed chapter 16-252 WAC section or subsection is considered “AAFCO and/or current WAC identical” when there are no substantive difference between a proposed section or subsection and its AAFCO and/or current WAC counterpart. 
 
“Substantive difference”, in this context, would mean a real or essential or considerable difference. 
 
Differences that would not be considered substantive are: 

• Using a numbering system that is different from AAFCO 
• Using different statutory or rule references 
• Using different organizational titles 
• Changing “shall” to “must” 
• Differences resulting from purely editorial changes, for example, formatting differences or use of personal pronouns 

 
When is a proposed chapter 16-252 WAC section or subsection considered “substantially the same” as an AAFCO and/or current WAC section or subsection? 
 
A proposed chapter 16-252 WAC section or subsection is considered “substantially the same” as an AAFCO and/or current WAC section or subsection when there are only minor substantive differences between a proposed section or subsec-
tion and its AAFCO and/or current WAC counterpart. 
 
For example, when rewriting a rule according to clear rule writing principles, the rewritten rule often reads differently than the original rule but the meaning, intent or requirement has not changed. 
 
When is a proposed chapter 16-252 WAC section or subsection considered “substantially different” from an AAFCO and/or current WAC section or subsection? 
 
A proposed chapter 16-252 WAC section or subsection is considered “substantially different” from an AAFCO and/or current WAC section or subsection when there are substantive differences between a proposed section or subsection and its 
AAFCO and/or current WAC counterpart. 
 
“Substantive difference”, in this context, would mean a real or essential or considerable difference in meaning, intent or requirements.  A substantive difference doesn’t equate with “good or bad”; it just means that we need to clearly explain why 
there is a difference.  There can be legitimate reasons why our proposed rule has more or less requirements than an AFFCO or current WAC rule.  We just need to make sure that we can explain the difference. 
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MODEL REGULATIONS 
under the 

MODEL BILL 

WAC 16-200-750 through WAC 16-200-887 Commer-
cial Feed 

Chapter 16-252 WAC 
COMMERCIAL FEEDS RULES: PET FOOD 

COMMENTS 

 WAC 16-200-890 through WAC 16-200-950 
Animal Waste Products 

 NOTE:  Throughout the proposed rule WSDA has in-
corporated AAFCO Model Regulations wherever ap-
propriate. 

  WAC 16-252-001 Effective date 
Chapter 16-252 WAC, Commercial Feed Rules: Pet 
Food and Specialty Pet Food, becomes effective on July 
1, 2004. 
 

Added section with date to correspond to registration cy-
cle.  This date should be long enough after adoption to 
allow for companies to use up old labels and gear up to 
meet the new regulations without undue hardship. 

  WAC 16-252-005 Commercial feed regulated by this 
chapter. 

 

  WAC 16-252-005 
This chapter regulates pet food and specialty pet food 
except for customer-formula food. 

 

MODEL REGULATIONS FOR PET FOOD AND SPE-
CIALTY PET FOOD 

under the 
Model Bill 

Section Editor--Rod Noel 
 

These Model Regulations are approved by the Asso-
ciation of American Feed Control Officials (AAFCO) under 
the Model Bill and in conjunction with the Model Regula-
tions. States proposing to adopt these Model Regulations 
for Pet Food and Specialty Pet Food under their own 
state feed law are encouraged to adopt AAFCO's Model 
Regulations for feed, which also apply to pet food and 
specialty pet food, unless otherwise noted within these 
regulations. 
 

 WAC 16-252-005 
(1) Where a conflict occurs between the provisions of this 
chapter and those of chapter 16-250 WAC (commercial 
feed rules), the regulations in this chapter take prece-
dence. 
(2) Where a commercial pet food and/or specialty pet 
food issue arises on which this chapter is silent and a 
provision in chapter 16-250 WAC addresses the issue, 
then chapter 16-250 WAC must be followed.  The de-
partment expects such situations will be rare. 

Substantially the same as AAFCO 
Added note to help direct the user to the proper set of 
rules 

  Note: 
• 
• 

• 

Pet food is food for dogs and cats. 
Specialty pet food is food for specialty pets such as, but not limited to, gerbils, hamsters, canaries, psit-

tacine birds, mynahs, finches, tropical fish, goldfish, snakes, and turtles. 
• Commercial feed for beef cattle, dairy cattle, equine, goats and sheep, ducks and geese, fish, rabbits, 
swine, chickens, turkeys, and other animals not specifically regulated under this chapter is regulated under 
chapter 16-250 WAC. 
• Customer-formula feed (food) for all species is regulated under chapter 16-250 WAC. 

Ingredients meeting the definition of commercial feed, that are used to make a pet food or specialty pet 
food, are regulated under chapter 16-250 WAC, unless the ingredient meets the definition of pet food or 
specialty pet food in which case the ingredient is regulated under this chapter. 

Pursuant to due publication and public hearing required 
by the provisions of Chapter ______ of the Laws of this 
State, the ______ has adopted the following Rules and 
Regulations. 

  NOTE:  Throughout the proposed rule “shall” has 
been changed to “must” where appropriate. 
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Regulation 1. Definition and Terms WAC 16-200-750 Definitions and terms. WAC 16-252-010 Commercial feed terms and defini-
tions 

• Created a new chapter, Chapter 16-252 WAC, so  
commercial feed pet food rules would be in a 
chapter separate from fertilizer rules and rules 
pertaining mainly to livestock species. 

• Created a section for “terms and definitions” since 
AAFCO distinguishes between “terms and defini-
tions” and “names and definitions”. 

Regulation 1 
(a) The names and definitions for commercial feeds 
shall be the Official Definition of Feed Ingredients 
adopted by the Association of American Feed Control 
Officials, except as the ______ designates otherwise 
in specific cases. 

WAC 16-200-750 
(1) The names and definitions for commercial feeds shall 
be the Official Definition of Feed Ingredients adopted by 
the Association of American Feed Control Officials 
(AAFCO), as they appear in the 1998 official publication 
of the association, except as the department designates 
otherwise in specific cases. 

WAC 16-252-010 
Except for the specific terms and definitions contained in 
this section or in RCW 15.53.901, the terms and defini-
tions used in reference to commercial feeds, in this chap-
ter, are the official feed terms adopted by the Association 
of American Feed Control Officials (AAFCO) and pub-
lished in the association's official publication.  Throughout 
these rules where the Association of American Feed 
Control Officials (AAFCO) official publication is referred 
to, the reference is to the 2003 Official Publication. 

• Substantially the same as AAFCO and current 
WAC.  The proposed rule distinguishes between 
AAFCO “names and definitions” and “Terms and 
definitions”. 

• Updated reference to 2003 publication. 
• Rewritten for clarity. 

 WAC 16-200-750 
Note: A copy of the 1998 official publication of the asso-
ciation of American Feed Control Officials is on file with 
the department. Copies may be obtained from AAFCO 
Treasurer; Georgia Department of Agriculture; Plant 
Food, Feed and Grain Division; Capitol Square; Atlanta, 
GA 30334. 

WAC 16-252-010 
Note: A copy of the official publication is on file with the 

department.  Copies may be purchased from 
AAFCO Assistant Secretary-Treasurer; P.O. Box 
478 Oxford, IN 47971. 

• Substantially the same as current WAC 
• Updated reference to 2003 publication 
• Updated address 

  WAC 16-252-010 
"Animal wastes" means a material composed of ex-
creta, with or without bedding materials and/or animal 
drugs, collected from poultry, ruminants or other animals 
except humans. 

Identical to current Processed Animal Waste Prod-
ucts WAC 

Regulation PF1. 
(d) All Life Stages means gestation/lactation, growth, 
and adult maintenance life stages. 

 WAC 16-252-010 
"All life stages" means gestation/lactation, growth, and 
adult maintenance life stages of a domesticated dog or 
cat. 

• Added definition for clarity 
• Identical to AAFCO 

  WAC 16-252-010 
"Canned" means feed that has been processed, pack-
aged, sealed, and sterilized for preservation in cans, 
pouches, or similar containers. 

• Added definition for clarity 
• Substantially the same as AAFCO definition 

found on page 210 of the AAFCO 2003 Official 
Publication.  

  WAC 16-252-010 
"Commercial feed" means all materials or combination 
of materials that are distributed or intended for distribu-
tion for use as feed or for mixing in feed, unless such ma-
terials are specifically exempted. 

• Added definition for clarity 
• This definition is from RCW 15.53.901(2) 
• Definitions in WAC 16-252-010 are organized in 

alphabetical order. 
 

Regulation 1 
(c) The following commodities are hereby declared ex-
empt from the definition of commercial feed, under the 
provisions of Section 3(d) of the Act: Raw meat, hay, 
loose salt, straw, stover, silages, cobs, husks, and 
h ll h d d h i d i

WAC 16-200-750 
(3) The following commodities are hereby declared ex-
empt from the definition of commercial feed, under the 
provisions of RCW 15.53.901(2): Raw meat, loose salt, 
hay, straw, stover, silages, cobs, husks, and hulls when 

d d h i d i i d i h h

WAC 16-252-010 
The following commodities are exempted and are not 
considered "commercial feed" if they are not adulterated 
(see RCW 15.53.902 for a list of conditions that cause 
commercial feeds to be adulterated): 

• Substantially the same as AFFCO and current 
WAC. 

• Deleted reference to statute as unnecessary. 
• Rewritten and formatted for clarity. 
• Placed this definition in WAC 16-252-010 be-
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hulls when unground and when not mixed or inter-
mixed with other materials: Provided that these com-
modities are not adulterated within the meaning of 
Section 7(a), of the Act. 

unground and when not mixed or intermixed with other 
materials: Provided, That these commodities are not 
adulterated within the meaning of RCW 15.53.902. 

• Unmixed whole seeds and physically altered 
entire unmixed seeds when such seeds are not chemi-
cally changed. 

• Raw meat, hay, loose salt, straw, stover, si-
lage, cobs, husks, and hulls when such commodities are 
not ground, mixed or intermixed with other materials. 

cause AAFCO considers it a “term” and not a 
“feed ingredient name”. 

• “unground” left out of second bullet because the 
department allows grinding of commodities with-
out requiring a commercial feed license. 

  WAC 16-252-010 
"Customer-formula feed" means commercial feed that 
is a mixture of commercial feeds or feed ingredients, or 
both, each batch of which is manufactured according to 
the instructions of the final purchaser. 

Added definition for clarity from RCW 15.53.901(4) 

  WAC 16-252-010 
"Department" means the Washington state department 
of agriculture (WSDA). 

Added definition for clarity from RCW 15.53.901(5) 

  "Director" means the director of the Washington state 
department of agriculture or the director's designee. 
 

Added definition for clarity from RCW 15.53.901(6) 

  WAC 16-252-010 
"Distressed pet food" means pet food (dog and cat) in 
distribution that is no longer available for retail sale.  Ex-
amples of distressed pet food include, but are not limited 
to, dented cans, torn bags, or pet food past its sell-by 
date. 

Added definition for clarity 
This definition is based on the Pet Food Institute defi-
nition 

  WAC 16-252-010 
"Distressed specialty pet food" means specialty pet 
food in distribution that is no longer available for retail 
sale.  Examples of distressed specialty pet food include, 
but are not limited to, dented cans, torn bags, or specialty 
pet food past its sell-by date. 

Added definition for clarity 
Modified “Distressed pet food” definition to fit specialty 
pet food. 

  WAC 16-252-010 
"Distribute" means to: 
 (a) Offer for sale, sell, exchange or barter, com-
mercial feed; or 
 (b) Supply, furnish, or otherwise provide commer-
cial feed to a contract feeder. 

Added Definition for clarity from RCW 15.53.901((7) 

  WAC 16-252-010 
"Distributor" means a person who distributes. 

Added Definition for clarity from RCW 15.53.901(8) 

  WAC 16-252-010 
"Drug" means: 
 (a) Any article intended for use in the diagnosis, 
cure, mitigation, treatment, or prevention of disease in 
animals other than man; and 
 (b) Articles other than feed intended to affect the 
structure or any function of the animal body. 

• Added definition for clarity. 
• Substantially the same as AAFCO definition 

found on page 212 of the AAFCO 2003 Official 
Publication. 

  WAC 16-252-010 
"Enzyme" means a protein made up of amino acids or 
their derivatives, which catalyses a defined chemical re-
action.  Required cofactors should be considered an in-

Added definition for clarity. 
Substantially the same as AAFCO definition found on 
page 213 of the AAFCO 2003 Official Publication. 
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tegral part of the enzyme. 

 WAC 16-200-750(5) 
(h) Facility is defined as any place where a commercial 
feed is manufactured, sold or stored for later distribution. 

WAC 16-252-010 
"Facility" means any place where a commercial feed is 
manufactured, repackaged, sold, transloaded, or stored 
for later distribution. 

Added the word transloaded  

Regulation PF1. Definitions and Terms 
(e) Family means a group of products, which are nutri-
tionally adequate for any or all life stages based on their 
nutritional similarity to a lead product, which has been 
successfully test-fed according to an AAFCO feeding pro-
tocol(s). 

 WAC 16-252-010 
"Family" means a group of pet food products, which are 
nutritionally adequate for any or all life stages based on 
their nutritional similarity to a lead product, which has 
been successfully test-fed according to an AAFCO feed-
ing protocol(s). 

Added definition for clarity 

  WAC 16-252-010 
"Feed ingredient" means each of the constituent mate-
rials making up a commercial feed. 

Added definition for clarity from RCW 15.53.901(11) 

  WAC 16-252-010 
"Grain mixture specialty pet food" means mixed or 
intermixed whole or physically altered grains, that: 
 (a) Are not chemically altered; 
 (b) May or may not contain molasses; and 
 (c) Except for molasses, contain no other addi-
tives. 

Added definition for clarity  

  WAC 16-252-010 
"Guarantee" means a listing of specified nutrients or 
nonnutritive substances contained in a commercial feed 
that the manufacturer or distributor named on the feed 
label warrants as specified in these rules. 

Added definition for clarity.   
Note that the difference between “Guarantee” and 
Guaranteed analysis” is the inclusion of the phrase “or 
non-nutritive substances”. 

  WAC 16-252-010 
"Guaranteed analysis" means a listing of the minimum, 
maximum or both minimum and maximum concentrations 
of specified nutrients contained in a commercial feed that 
the manufacturer or distributor named on the feed label 
warrants.  Both minimum and maximum concentrations 
of specified nutrients contained in a commercial feed are 
stated on an "as is" basis rather than on a "one hundred 
percent moisture free" basis in units specified by these 
rules. 

Added definition for clarity 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  WAC 16-252-010 
"Initial distributor" means a person who first distributes 
a commercial feed in or into Washington state. 

Added definition from RCW 15.53.901(13) for clarity 

Regulation PF1. Definitions and Terms 
(b) Ingredient Statement means a collective and contigu-
ous listing on the label of the ingredients of which the pet 
food or specialty pet food is composed. 

 WAC 16-252-010 
"Ingredient statement" means a contiguous listing on 
the label of all ingredients of which the commercial feed 
is composed. 

Added definition for clarity 

  WAC 16-252-010 

"Label" means a display of written, printed, or graphic 
matter upon or affixed to the container in which a com-
mercial feed is distributed, or on the invoice or delivery 

Added definition from RCW 15.53.901(14) for clarity 
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slip with which a bulk commercial feed is distributed. 

  WAC 16-252-010 
"Labeling" means all labels and other written, printed, or 
graphic matter: 
 (a) Upon a commercial feed or any of its contain-
ers or wrappers; or 
 (b) Accompanying such commercial feed. 

Added definition from RCW 15.53.901(15) for clarity 

  WAC 16-252-010 
"Lot identifier" means a unique identifier for each lot, 
batch or production run that enables the manufacturer to 
accurately trace the complete manufacturing and distri-
bution history of the product.  A lot identifier is an individ-
ual lot, batch or production run number, code, date, or 
other suitable identification applied to the label, con-
tainer, or package.  In the case of bulk feed, the lot iden-
tifier is on a label, invoice, or shipping document accom-
panying the feed. 

Added definition for clarity. 

  WAC 16-252-010 
"Net weight" means the weight of a commodity exclud-
ing any materials, substances, or items not considered to 
be part of the commodity.  Examples of materials, sub-
stances, or items not considered to be part of a commod-
ity include, but are not limited to, containers, convey-
ances, bags, wrappers, packaging materials, labels, indi-
vidual piece coverings, decorative accompaniments, and 
coupons.  (See RCW 19.94.010 (1)(i).) 

Added definition for clarity 

  WAC 16-252-010 
"Nutritionally adequate" means the feed, when fed ac-
cording to directions on the label, will meet the nutritional 
requirements of the class of animals for which the feed 
was manufactured. 

Added definition for clarity 

  WAC 16-252-010 
"Nutritionally suitable" means nutritionally adequate. 

Added definition for clarity 

  WAC 16-252-010 
"Person" means an individual, firm, partnership, corpo-
ration, or association. 

Added definition for clarity from RCW 15.53.901(22) 

  WAC 16-252-010 
"Pet food" means a commercial feed prepared and dis-
tributed for consumption by domesticated dogs or cats. 

Added definition for clarity 

Regulation PF1. Definitions and Terms 
(a) Principal Display Panel means the part of a label that 
is most likely to be displayed, presented, shown or exam-
ined under normal and customary conditions of display for 
retail sale. 

 WAC 16-252-010 
"Principal display panel" means the part of a label that 
is most likely to be displayed, presented, shown or exam-
ined under normal and customary conditions of display 
for retail sale. 

• Added definition for clarity 
• Identical to AAFCO 

  WAC 16-252-010 
"Prohibited mammalian protein" means any protein-
containing portion of mammalian animals, excluding: 

• Blood and blood products; 

Added definition for clarity from Title 21 CFR 
589.2000 
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• 
• 

Gelatin; 
Inspected meat products that have been 

cooked and offered for human food and further heat 
processed for feed (such as plate waste and used cellu-
lose food casings); 

• Milk products (milk and milk proteins); and 
Products whose only mammalian protein is porcine or 
equine protein. 

  WAC 16-252-010 
"Processed," as applied to animal waste, means ther-
mally dehydrated, dry-stacked, ensiled, oxidized, chemi-
cally treated, microbiologically digested, chemically or 
physically fractionated, or treated by other processes that 
enable an animal waste product to comply with the stan-
dards established in this chapter. 

Added definition for clarity 

 WAC 16-200-750 
(4) The term “quantity statement” means the net weight 
(mass) as defined in RCW 19.94.010 (1)(i), net volume 
(liquid or dry) or count. 

WAC 16-252-010 
"Quantity statement" means the part of the label ex-
pressing net weight (mass), net volume (liquid or dry) or 
count. 

• Substantially the same as current WAC. 
• Rewritten for clarity. 

  WAC 16-252-010 
"Salvage pet food" means pet food still under control of 
the original manufacturer and will not be offered for sale 
at retail.  Examples include, but are not limited to, start-
up and over-run product, unpelletted pet food, pet food 
fines, and other products not suitable for packaging for 
retail sale. 

Added definition for clarity 
This definition is based on the Pet Food Institute defi-
nition 
 

  WAC 16-252-010 
"Sell" or "sale" includes exchange. 

Added definition for clarity from RCW 15.53.901(27) 

  WAC 16-252-010 
"Specialty pet" means a domesticated animal pet nor-
mally maintained in a cage or tank, such as, but not lim-
ited to, gerbils, hamsters, canaries, psittacine birds, my-
nahs, finches, tropical fish, goldfish, snakes, and turtles. 

     Added definition for clarity from RCW 15.53.901(28) 

  WAC 16-252-010 
"Salvage specialty pet food" means specialty pet food 
still under control of the original manufacturer and will not 
be offered for sale at retail.  Examples include, but are 
not limited to, start-up and over-run product, unpelletted 
specialty pet food, specialty pet food fines, and other 
products not suitable for packaging for retail sale. 

Added definition for clarity 
Modified “Salvage pet food” definition to fit specialty 
pet food. 

  WAC 16-252-010 
"Specialty pet food" means a commercial feed pre-
pared and distributed for consumption by specialty pets. 

Added definition for clarity from RCW 15.53.901(29) 

  WAC 16-252-010 
"Transload" means to transfer commercial feed from 
one carrier to another carrier without processing or 
blending the ingredients.  For example, transferred from 
rail cars to trucks or shipping containers. 

Added definition for clarity 
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  WAC 16-252-015 Feed ingredient names and defini-

tions 
• Created a section for “Feed ingredient names and 

definitions” since AAFCO distinguishes between 
“terms and definitions” and “names and definitions”. 

• Definitions in WAC 16-252-015 are organized in al-
phabetical order. 

Regulation 1 
(b) The terms used in reference to commercial feeds 
shall be the Official Feed Terms adopted by the 
AAFCO, except as the ______ designates otherwise in 
specific cases. 

WAC 16-200-750 
(2) The terms used in reference to commercial feeds 
shall be the Official Feed Terms adopted by the AAFCO, 
as they appear in the 1998 official publication of the as-
sociation, except as the department designates other-
wise in specific cases. 
 
WAC 16-200-750 
(5) The following definitions, in addition to the official 
definitions adopted by AAFCO, as published in the 1998 
edition, are adopted: 

WAC 16-252-015 
Except for the specific names and definitions contained 
in this section, the names and definitions used in refer-
ence to pet food and specialty pet food ingredients, in 
this chapter, are the official names and definitions of feed 
ingredients established by the Association of American 
Feed Control Officials (AAFCO) and published in the as-
sociation's official publication. 

Rewritten for clarity 
• Updated reference 
• Moved to the beginning of WAC 16-250-015 for 

clarity. 

 (g) Dehydrated grass meal is the aerial portion of the 
plant cut prior to formation of seed reasonably free of 
other crop plants, weeds, and mold, which has been 
finely ground and dried by thermal (artificial) means. If a 
species name is used, the product must correspond 
thereto. 

WAC 16-252-015 
"Dehydrated grass meal" means the aerial portion of a 
grass plant that is: 

• Cut before the formation of seed; 
• 

• 

Reasonably free of other crop plants, weeds, 
and mold; 

• Finely ground; and 
Dried by artificial thermal means. 

• Identical to current WAC 
• Rewritten and reformatted for clarity 

Listed in alphabetical order in the proposed rule 

  Note: If a dehydrated grass meal product is identified by a 
species name, the product must be made from that species. 

Created the note for clarity 

 (e) Grass seed by-products meal or pellets is a ground 
product consisting of light and broken seeds, hulls, 
chaff, straw, and a portion of the weed seeds; excluding 
sand, dirt, and heavy weed seeds. 

WAC 16-252-015 
"Grass seed by-products meal or pellets" means a 
ground product consisting of light and broken seeds, 
hulls, chaff, straw, and some weed seeds but excluding 
sand, dirt, and heavy weed seeds. 

• Identical to current WAC 
• Rewritten for clarity 

Listed in alphabetical order in the proposed rule 

 (f) Grass seed screenings meal or pellets is the product 
obtained from the cleaning of various grass seed and 
shall be comprised chiefly of hulls. 

WAC 16-252-015 
"Grass seed screenings meal or pellets" means a 
product comprised chiefly of hulls obtained from the 
cleaning of various grass seeds. 

• Identical to current WAC 
• Rewritten for clarity 

Listed in alphabetical order in the proposed rule 

 WAC 16-200-750(5) 
(d) Pea bran consists primarily of the various separates 
obtained from the pea splitting operation. It shall contain 
not less than ten percent crude protein nor more than 
thirty-eight percent crude fiber. 

WAC 16-252-015 
"Pea bran" means a product consisting primarily of the 
various components from a pea splitting operation.  Pea 
bran must contain at least ten percent crude protein and 
not more than thirty-eight percent crude fiber. 

• Substantially the same as current WAC 
• Rewritten for clarity 

Listed in alphabetical order in the proposed rule 

 (b) Pea by-products meal is a product containing light 
and broken peas, and offal from pea cleaning, which in-
cludes chips, pea powder, pea hulls, and screenings. It 
shall contain not less than fifteen percent crude protein 
nor more than thirty percent crude fiber. 

WAC 16-252-015 
"Pea by-products meal" means a product containing 
light and broken peas, and offal from pea cleaning, which 
includes chips, pea powder, pea hulls, and screenings.  
Pea by-products meal must contain at least fifteen per-
cent crude protein and not more than thirty percent crude 
fiber. 

• Identical to current WAC 
• Rewritten for clarity 

Listed in alphabetical order in the proposed rule 
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 (a) Pea meal is a pea product resulting from the grinding 

of whole peas which are reasonably free of other crop 
seeds, weeds, and mold. It shall contain not less than 
twenty percent crude protein and not more than eight 
percent crude fiber. 

WAC 16-252-015 
"Pea meal" means a pea product resulting from the 
grinding of whole peas that are reasonably free of other 
crop seeds, weeds, and mold.  Pea meal must contain at 
least twenty percent crude protein and not more than 
eight percent crude fiber. 

• Identical to current WAC 
• Rewritten for clarity 
• Listed in alphabetical order in the proposed rule 

 (c) Pea screenings meal consists primarily of the various 
separates obtained from the screening and cleaning of 
peas. It shall contain not less than ten percent crude 
protein nor more than thirty-eight percent crude fiber. 

WAC 16-252-015 
"Pea screenings meal" means a product consisting 
primarily of the various components from the screening 
and cleaning of peas.  Pea screenings meal must contain 
at least ten percent crude protein and not more than 
thirty-eight percent crude fiber. 

• Substantially the same as current WAC 
• Rewritten for clarity 
• Listed in alphabetical order in the proposed rule 

    
  WAC 16-252-025 Label information and recordkeep-

ing requirements. 
 

Regulation PF2. 
(a) Pet food and specialty pet food shall be labeled with 
the following information prescribed in this Regulation: 

 WAC 16-252-025 
1) Labels for pet food must contain the information in 
subsections (2) through (12) of this section.  Labels for 
specialty pet food must contain the information in sub-
sections (2) through (11) of this section.  Information in 
subsections (2) through (6) of this section must be on the 
principal display panel for both pet food and specialty pet 
food. 

• Substantially the same as AAFCO 

  Note: Subsections (12) through (15) of this section ap-
ply to pet food only.  All other sections apply to both 
pet food and specialty pet food. 

• Added note for clarity 

Regulation PF2.(a) 
(1) Product name and brand name, if any, on the principal 
display panel as stipulated in Regulation PF3; 

WAC 16-200-755(1) 
(a) Product name and brand name if any; 

WAC 16-252-025 
(2) Product name and brand name, if any, on the princi-

pal display panel consistent with requirements in 
WAC 16-252-040. 

• Substantially the same as AAFCO and current 
WAC 

Regulation 2(a) 
(2) If a drug is used, label as stipulated in Regula-
tion 3(a)(2). 

 

WAC 16-200-755(7) 
(g) If a drug is used, the labeling shall include: 
 

WAC 16-252-025 
(3) Information required by WAC 16-252-042 if the prod-

uct contains a drug. 

• Substantially the same as AAFCO and current 
WAC 

Regulation PF2.(a) 
(2) The species of pet or specialty pet for which the food 
is intended conspicuously designated on the principal 
display panel; 

 WAC 16-252-025 
(4) The species of pet (dog or cat), or specialty pet, for 
which the food is intended conspicuously stated in words 
on the principal display panel. 

• Identical to AAFCO 

Regulation PF2.(a) 
(3) Quantity statement, as defined in Section 3(v) of the 
Model Bill, on the principal display panel; 

WAC 16-200-755(1) 
(g) Quantity statement. 

WAC 16-252-025 
(5) A quantity statement on the principal display panel. 

 

Regulation 2. 
(a) Commercial feed, other than customer-formula 
feed, shall be labeled with the information prescribed 
in this regulation on the principal display panel of the 
product and in the following format. 

(3) Purpose Statement as stipulated in Regulation 
3(a)(3). 

 WAC 16-252-025 
(6) If enzymatic activity related to the product is repre-

sented in any manner, the principal display panel 
must include a statement explaining the purpose of 
that enzymatic activity. 

• Substantially the same as AAFCO 
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Regulation 3(a)(3) 
VI. The purpose statement of a product shall include a 
statement of enzyme functionality if enzymatic activity is 
represented in any manner. 
 
Regulation PF2.(a) 
Guaranteed analysis as stipulated in Regulation PF4; 

 WAC 16-252-025 
(7)(a) Guaranteed analysis consistent with requirements 

in WAC 16-252-061 for pet food; or 
(b) Guaranteed analysis consistent with requirements 

in WAC 16-252-062 or 16-252-065 for specialty 
pet food. 

• Substantially the same as AAFCO 

Regulation PF2.(a) 
(5) Ingredient statement as stipulated in Regulation 
PF5(a); 

 WAC 16-252-025 
(8) An ingredient statement that is consistent with the re-

quirements in WAC 16-252-090. 

• Substantially the same as AAFCO 

Regulation PF2.(a) 
(7) Feeding directions if required under Regulation PF8; 
and 

 WAC 16-252-025 
(9) Feeding directions and precautionary statements if 

required under WAC 16-252-100. 

• Substantially the same as AAFCO 

Regulation PF2.(a) 
(8) Name and address of the manufacturer or distributor 

as stipulated in Regulation PF11. 
Regulation PF11. 
(a) The label of a pet food or specialty pet food shall 

specify the name and address of the manufacturer or 
distributor. The statement of the place of business hall 
include the street address, city, state, and zip code; 
however, the street address may be omitted if such 
street address is shown in a current city directory or 
telephone directory for the city listed on the label. 

(b)When a person manufactures or distributes a pet food 
or specialty pet food in a place other than the principal 
place of business, the label may state the principal 
place of business in lieu of the actual place where 
each package of such pet food or specialty pet food 
was manufactured or package or from where each 
package is to be distributed. 

 

WAC 16-200-755 (1) 
(f) Name and principal mailing address of the manufac-
turer or person responsible for distributing the feed. The 
principal mailing address shall include the street ad-
dress, city, state, and zip code; however the street ad-
dress may be omitted if it is shown in the current city di-
rectory or telephone directory; 
 

WAC 16-252-025 
(10)(a) The label of a pet food or specialty pet food must 

specify the name and address of the manufac-
turer or person responsible for distributing the 
feed.  The statement of the place of business 
must include the street address, city, state, and 
zip code.  However, the street address may be 
omitted if the street address is shown in a current 
city directory or telephone directory for the city 
listed on the label. 

(b) When a person manufactures or distributes a pet 
food or specialty pet food in a place other than 
the principal place of business, the label may 
state the principal place of business in lieu of the 
actual place where each package was manufac-
tured, packaged or distributed. 

Identical to AAFCO 

  WAC 16-252-025 
(11)(a) Lot identifier that is sufficient to allow the manu-
facturer to accurately trace the complete manufacturing 
and distribution history of the product. 

 (b) Records relating the lot identifier to the manu-
facture, processing, packing, distribution, receipt, 
or holding of the product must be kept for one 
year after the last date of distribution. 

• Lot identification requirement was added to im-
prove ability to track pet food from the manufac-
turer to the final distributor.  In the event of a re-
call, lot identification will increase the effective-
ness of the recall and improve pet food safety.  In 
addition, under the Federal Bio-terrorism Act, the 
Food and Drug Administration is requiring that all 
animal food be traceable from the manufacture 
through final distribution 

 
  Note: Subsections (12) through (15) of this section apply to 

pet food only.  All other subsections apply to both pet 
food and specialty pet food. 

• Added note for clarity 
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Regulation PF7 

(c) Dog and cat food labels shall include a statement 
of nutritional adequacy or purpose of the product ex-
cept when the dog or cat food is clearly and con-
spicuously identified on the principal display panel as 
a “snack” or “treat”.  The statement shall consist of 
one of the following:  

 WAC 16-252-025 
(12)(a) Except when a pet food is clearly and conspicu-

ously identified on the principal display panel as a 
"snack" or "treat," pet food labels must include a 
statement of nutritional adequacy or purpose of 
the product. 

• Identical to AAFCO 
• Provide information necessary for the purchaser 

to make good decisions in relation to the nutrition 
and health of companion animals 

Regulation PF7 (c) 
(1) A claim that the dog or cat food meets the require-
ments of one or more of the recognized categories of nu-
tritional adequacy: gestation/lactation, growth, mainte-
nance, and all life stages.  The claim shall be stated ver-
batim as one of the following 

 WAC 16-252-025(12) 
(b) The nutritional adequacy statement must read as 

shown in (b)(i), (ii), or (iii) of this subsection with 
the blanks filled in with the stage or stages of the 
pet's life, such as, "gestation/lactation," "growth," 
"maintenance," or "all life stages." 

• Identical to AAFCO 
• Provide information necessary for the purchaser 

to make good decisions in relation to the nutrition 
and health of companion animals 

Regulation PF7 (c)(1) 
A. “(Name of product) is formulated to meet the 
nutritional levels established by the AAFCO 
Dog (or Cat) Food Nutrient Profiles for 
__________.” (Blank is to be completed by us-
ing the stage or stages of the pet’s life, such as, 
gestation/lactation, growth, maintenance or the 
words “All Life Stages”); or 

 WAC 16-252-025(12)(b) 
(i) "(Name of product) is formulated to meet the 

nutritional levels established by the AAFCO 
dog (or cat) food nutrient profiles for . . . . . . "; 
or 

• Identical to AAFCO 
• Provide information necessary for the purchaser 

to make good decisions in relation to the nutrition 
and health of companion animals 

Regulation PF7 (c)(1) 
B. “Animal feeding tests using AAFCO proce-
dures substantiate that (Name of Product) pro-
vides complete and balanced nutrition for 
_________.” (Blank is to be completed by using 
the stage or stages of the pet’s life, such as, 
gestation/lactation, growth, maintenance or the 
words “All Life Stages”); or 

 WAC 16-252-025(12)(b) 
(ii) "Animal feeding tests using AAFCO proce-

dures substantiate that (name of product) 
provides complete and balanced nutrition for 
. . . . . . "; or 

• Identical to AAFCO 
• Provide information necessary for the purchaser 

to make good decisions in relation to the nutrition 
and health of companion animals 

Regulation PF7 (c)(1) 
C. “Name of Product) provides complete and 
balanced nutrition for ________ (Blank is to be 
completed by using the stage or stages of the 
pet’s life, such as, gestation/lactation, growth, 
maintenance or the words “All Life Stages”) and 
is comparable in nutritional adequacy to a 
product which has been substantiated using 
AAFCO feeding tests.” 

 WAC 16-252-025(12)(b) 
(iii) "(Name of product) provides complete and 

balanced nutrition for . . . . . . and is compa-
rable in nutritional adequacy to a product that 
has been substantiated using AAFCO feed-
ing tests." 

• Identical to AAFCO 
• Provide information necessary for the purchaser 

to make good decisions in relation to the nutrition 
and health of companion animals 

Regulation PF2 
(d)  The use of the word "proven" in connection with a la-

bel claim for a pet food or specialty pet food is not 
permitted unless the claim is substantiated by scien-
tific or other empirical evidence. 

 

 WAC 16-252-025 
(13) The use of the word "proven" in connection with a 

label claim for a pet food is not permitted unless the 
claim is substantiated by scientific or other empiri-
cal evidence. 

• Identical to AAFCO 
• Provide information necessary for the purchaser 

to make good decisions in relation to the nutrition 
and health of companion animals 

Regulation PF7.   
(a) The label of a pet food or specialty pet food which is 

intended for all life stages of the pet or specialty pet 
may include an unqualified claim, directly or indirectly, 

 WAC 16-252-025 
(14) The label of a pet food intended for all life stages 

may include an unqualified claim, directly or indi-
rectly, such as "complete and balanced," "perfect," 

• Identical to AAFCO 
• Provide information necessary for the purchaser 

to make good decisions in relation to the nutrition 
and health of companion animals 
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such as "complete and balanced", "perfect", "scien-
tific", or "100% nutritious" if at least one of the follow-
ing apply: 

 

"scientific" or "one hundred percent nutritious" if at 
least one of the following apply:  

Regulation PF7(a) 
(1) The product meets the nutrient requirements for all 
life stages established by an AAFCO-recognized nu-
trient profile; or 

 

 WAC 16-252-025(14) 
(a) The product meets the nutrient requirements for 

all life stages established by an AAFCO-
recognized nutrient profile published in the Asso-
ciation of American Feed Control Officials official 
publication; or 

• Identical to AAFCO 
• Provide information necessary for the purchaser 

to make good decisions in relation to the nutrition 
and health of companion animals 

Regulation PF7(a) 
(2) The product meets the criteria for all life stages as 
substantiated by completion of the appropriate 
AAFCO-recognized animal feeding protocol(s); or 

 

 WAC 16-252-025(14) 
(b) The product meets the criteria for all life stages as 

substantiated by completion of the appropriate 
AAFCO-recognized animal feeding protocols pub-
lished in the Association of American Feed Con-
trol Officials official publication; or 

• Identical to AAFCO 
• Provide information necessary for the purchaser 

to make good decisions in relation to the nutrition 
and health of companion animals 

Regulation PF7(a) 
(3) The product is a member of a product family which 
is nutritionally similar to a lead product which contains 
a combination of ingredients that has been fed to a 
normal animal as the sole source of nourishment in 
accordance with the testing procedures established 
by AAFCO for all life stages, provided that: 

 

 WAC 16-252-025(14) 
(c) The product is a member of a product family, 

which is nutritionally similar to a lead product con-
taining a combination of ingredients that has been 
fed, as the sole source of nourishment, to a nor-
mal animal according to testing procedures pub-
lished in the Association of American Feed Con-
trol Officials official publication. 

• Identical to AAFCO 
• Provide information necessary for the purchaser 

to make good decisions in relation to the nutrition 
and health of companion animals 

Regulation PF7(a)(3) 
A. The nutritional similarity of the family product 
can be substantiated according to the Procedures 
for Establishing Pet Food Product Families devel-
oped by AAFCO; and 
 

 WAC 16-252-025(14)(c) 
(i) The nutritional similarity of the family product 

can be substantiated according to the Proce-
dures for Establishing Pet Food Product Fami-
lies developed by AAFCO; and 

• Identical to AAFCO 
• Provide information necessary for the purchaser 

to make good decisions in relation to the nutrition 
and health of companion animals 

Regulation PF7(a)(3) 
B. The family product meets the criteria for all life 
stages; and 

 WAC 16-252-025(14)(c) 
(ii) The family product meets the criteria for all life 

stages; and 

• Identical to AAFCO 
• Provide information necessary for the purchaser 

to make good decisions in relation to the nutrition 
and health of companion animals 

Regulation PF7(a)(3) 
C. Under circumstances of reasonable doubt, the 
(State Control Official) may require the manufac-
turer to perform additional testing of the family 
product in order to substantiate the claim of nutri-
tional adequacy. 

 

 WAC 16-252-025(14)(c) 
(iii) Under circumstances of reasonable doubt, the 

department may require the manufacturer to 
perform additional testing of the family product 
in order to substantiate the claim of nutritional 
adequacy. 

• Identical to AAFCO 
• Provide information necessary for the purchaser 

to make good decisions in relation to the nutrition 
and health of companion animals 

Regulation PF7 
(b) The label of a pet food or specialty pet food which is 

intended for a limited purpose or a specific life stage, 
but not for all life stages, may include a qualified claim 
such as "complete and balanced", "perfect", "scien-
tific", or "100% nutritious" when the product and claim 
meets all of the following: 

 WAC 16-252-025 
(15) A pet food, intended for a limited purpose or specific 
life stage (but not all life stages), may include a direct or 
indirect qualified claim such as "complete and balanced," 
"perfect," "scientific" or "one hundred percent nutritious" 
when the product and claim comply with all of the follow-
ing: 

• Identical to AAFCO 
• Provide information necessary for the purchaser 

to make good decisions in relation to the nutrition 
and health of companion animals 
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Regulation PF7(b) 

(1) The claim is qualified with a statement of the lim-
ited purpose or specific life stage for which the 
product is intended or suitable, for example, 
"complete and balanced for puppies (or kittens)". 
The claim and the required qualification shall be 
juxtaposed on the same label panel and in the 
same size, style and color print; and 

 

 WAC 16-252-025(15) 
(a) A statement qualifying the claim must clearly identify 
the limited purpose or life stage for which the product is 
intended or suitable.  For example, when the label reads 
"complete and balanced for puppies (or kittens)." 
(b) The claim and the qualification must be next to each 
other, on the same label panel and in the same size, 
style, and color print; and 

• Identical to AAFCO 
• Provide information necessary for the purchaser 

to make good decisions in relation to the nutrition 
and health of companion animals 

Regulation PF7(b) 
(2) The product meets at least one of the following: 

 WAC 16-252-025(15) 
(c) The product must comply with at least one of the fol-
lowing: 

• Identical to AAFCO 
• Provide information necessary for the purchaser 

to make good decisions in relation to the nutrition 
and health of companion animals 

Regulation PF7(b)(2) 
A. The nutrient requirements for the limited pur-
pose or specific life stage established by an 
AAFCO-recognized nutrient profile; or 

 

 WAC 16-252-025(15)(c) 
(i) The nutrient requirements, established by an 
AAFCO-recognized nutrient profile, for the limited 
purpose or specific life stage; or 

• Identical to AAFCO 
• Provide information necessary for the purchaser 

to make good decisions in relation to the nutrition 
and health of companion animals 

Regulation PF7(b)(2) 
B. The criteria for a limited purpose or a specific 
life stage as substantiated by completion of the 
appropriate AAFCO-recognized animal feeding 
protocol(s); or 

 

 WAC 16-252-025(15)(c) 
(ii) The criteria for a limited purpose or a specific life 
stage that are substantiated by completion of an ap-
propriate AAFCO-recognized animal feeding proto-
col(s);  

• Identical to AAFCO 
• Provide information necessary for the purchaser 

to make good decisions in relation to the nutrition 
and health of companion animals 

Regulation PF7(b)(2) 
C. The requirements of a product family which is 
nutritionally similar to a lead product which con-
tains a combination of ingredients which, when fed 
for such limited purpose, will satisfy the nutrient 
requirements for such limited purpose and has 
had its capabilities in this regard demonstrated by 
adequate testing, and provided that: 

 

 WAC 16-252-025(15)(c) 
(iii) The requirement of a product family that is nutri-

tionally similar to a lead product and contains a 
combination of ingredients, which by adequate 
testing has demonstrated they satisfy the nutrient 
requirements for such a limited purpose. 

• Identical to AAFCO 
• Provide information necessary for the purchaser 

to make good decisions in relation to the nutrition 
and health of companion animals 

Regulation PF7(b)(2)C. 
i.  The nutritional similarity of the family prod-

uct can be substantiated according to the 
Procedures for Establishing Pet Food 
Product Families developed by AAFCO; 
and 

 

 WAC 16-252-025(15)(c)(iii) 
A) The nutritional similarity of the family prod-

uct must be substantiated according to the 
Procedures for Establishing Pet Food 
Product Families developed by AAFCO; 
and 

• Identical to AAFCO 
• Provide information necessary for the purchaser 

to make good decisions in relation to the nutrition 
and health of companion animals 

Regulation PF7(b)(2)C. 
ii. The family product meets the criteria for 

such limited purpose; and 
 

 WAC 16-252-025(15)(c)(iii) 
(B) The family product meets the criteria for 

such limited purpose; and 
 

• Identical to AAFCO 
• Provide information necessary for the purchaser 

to make good decisions in relation to the nutrition 
and health of companion animals 

Regulation PF7(b)(2)C. 
iii. Under circumstances of reasonable doubt, 

the (State Control Official) may require the 

 WAC 16-252-025(15)(c)(iii) 
(C) If it has reasonable doubt, the department 

may require the manufacturer perform addi-

• Identical to AAFCO 
• Provide information necessary for the purchaser 

to make good decisions in relation to the nutrition 
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manufacturer to perform additional testing 
for the family product to substantiate the 
claim of nutritional adequacy. 

tional testing on the family product to sub-
stantiate the claim of nutritional adequacy. 

and health of companion animals 

Regulation PF2 
(b) When a pet food or specialty pet food enclosed in an 
outer container or wrapper is intended for retail sale, all 
required label information shall appear on the outer con-
tainer or wrapper. 
 

 WAC 16-252-025 
(16) When pet food or specialty pet food enclosed in an 

outer container or wrapper is intended for retail 
sale, all required label information must appear on 
the outer container or wrapper. 

• Identical to AAFCO 
• Provide information necessary for the purchaser 

to make good decisions in relation to the nutrition 
and health of companion animals 

• To prevent misleading labeling 

Regulation PF2 
(c) A vignette, graphic, or pictorial representation on a pet 
food or specialty pet food label shall not misrepresent the 
contents of the package. 
 

WAC 16-200-755 
(5) No printed or written matter or design (e.g., picture of 
animal or bird) of any kind shall be attached to, appear 
on, or be distributed with feed if such matter is mislead-
ing or incorrect, or at variance in any respect with the 
information on the principal label. Labeling which sug-
gests that presence of added enzyme-bearing materials 
improves utilization of a commercial feed is prohibited. 

WAC 16-252-025 
(17) Graphic or pictorial representation or design (for ex-

ample, pictures of animals or birds) of any kind must 
not be attached to, appear on, or distributed with pet 
food or specialty pet food if the material or design is 
misleading, incorrect, or at variance in any respect 
with the information required on the label. 

• Substantially the same as current WAC and 
AAFCO 

 WAC 16-200-755 
(6) No statement may appear on a label which refers to 
or compares properties of the package contents to some 
other competitive products unless such other competitive 
product is specifically identified. A negative statement is 
not allowed on a label except when this provides infor-
mation deemed by the director to be beneficial to the 
purchaser. 
 

WAC 16-252-025 
(18)(a) Statements referring to a competitive product or 
comparing the properties of a packaged food to those of 
a competitive product must not appear on a label unless 
the competitive product is specifically identified. 
 (b) Negative statements regarding a competitive 
product must not appear on a label unless the director 
determines that the information provided by the state-
ments is beneficial to the product's purchaser. 

• Identical to current WAC 
• To prevent misleading labeling 

Regulation PF2 
(e) No statement shall appear upon the label or labeling 
of a pet food or specialty pet food which makes false or 
misleading comparisons between that product and any 
other product. 

 WAC 16-252-025(18) 
(c) False or misleading comparisons with other products 
must not appear on the label or labeling of any pet food 
product.  

 

• Identical to AAFCO 
• To prevent misleading labeling 

Regulation PF2 
(h) A statement on a pet food or specialty pet food label 
stating preference or comparative attribute claims shall be 
substantiated and limited to one (1) year production, after 
which the claim shall be removed or re-substantiated. 

 WAC 16-252-025(18) 
(d) A statement on a pet food or specialty pet food label 
stating preference or comparative attribute claims must 
be substantiated and limited to one year production, after 
which the claim must be removed or resubstantiated. 

• Identical to AAFCO 
• To prevent misleading labeling 

Regulation PF2 
(f) A personal or commercial endorsement is permitted on 
a pet food or specialty pet food label provided the en-
dorsement is not false or misleading. 
 

 WAC 16-252-025 
(19) A personal or commercial endorsement is permitted 

on a pet food or specialty pet food label, provided 
the endorsement is not false or misleading. 

• Identical to AAFCO 
• To prevent misleading labeling 

Regulation PF2 
(g) A statement on a pet food or specialty pet food label 
stating "Improved", "New", or similar designation shall be 
substantiated and limited to six (6) months production. 
 

 WAC 16-252-025 
(20) A statement on a pet food or specialty pet food label 

stating "improved," "new," or similar designation 
must be substantiated and limited to six months 
production.   

• Identical to AAFCO 
• To prevent misleading labeling 

Regulation PF3 
(d) A flavor designation may be included as part of the 

 WAC 16-252-025 
(21) When a flavor designation is included as part of the 

• Identical to AAFCO 
• To prevent misleading labeling 
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product name or elsewhere on the label of a pet food or 
specialty pet food when the flavor designation meets all of 
the following: 

product name, or elsewhere on the label of a pet 
food or specialty pet food, it must meet the re-
quirements in (a), (b), and (c) of this subsection. 

Regulation PF3(d) 
(1) The flavor designation: 

A. Conforms to the name of the ingredient as 
listed in the ingredient statement; or 
B. Is identified by the source of the flavor in the in-
gredient statement; and 

 WAC 16-252-025(21) 
(a) The flavor designation must: 

 (i) Conform to the name of the ingredient as 
listed in the ingredient statement; or 

(ii) Be identified by the source of the flavor in 
the ingredient statement. 

• Identical to AAFCO 
• To prevent misleading labeling 

Regulation PF3(d) 
(2) The word "flavor" is printed in the same size type 
and with an equal degree of conspicuousness as the 
name of the flavor designation; and 

 WAC 16-252-025(21) 
(b) The word "flavor" must be printed in the same 

size type and with an equal degree of conspic-
uousness as the name of the flavor designation. 

• Identical to AAFCO 
• To prevent misleading labeling 

Regulation PF3(d) 
(3) Substantiation of the flavor designation, the flavor 
claim, or the ingredient source is provided upon re-
quest. 

 WAC 16-252-025(21) 
(c) Substantiation of the flavor designation, the fla-

vor claim, or the ingredient source must be pro-
vided to the department upon request. 

• Identical to AAFCO 
• To prevent misleading labeling 

  WAC 16-252-025 
(22) Distressed or salvage pet food or specialty pet food 

that contains, or may contain, prohibited mammalian 
protein must be labeled with the Bovine Spongiform 
Encephalopathy precautionary statement "do not 
feed to cattle or other ruminants." 

Added for clarity 
Required by Title 21CFR part 589.2000 

  WAC 16-252-025 
(23) In addition to the requirements of this chapter, if the 

term "organic" is used on labels of any pet food or 
specialty pet food, it must be produced under condi-
tions that comply with the 2001 National Organic 
Program final rule standards for the production and 
handling of organic crops, livestock and processed 
food products.  The 2001 National Organic Program 
final rule may be obtained from the department, or on 
the Internet at 
http://www.ams.usda.gov/nop/NOP/standards.html. 

Added to direct persons wishing to use the term “or-
ganic” to the appropriate regulations 

  WAC 16-252-025 
(24) All required label information must be stated in Eng-

lish.  In addition, label information may be translated 
into other languages.  However, if the label is trans-
lated into another language, then the translation must 
give the same information as the English version of 
the label. 

Added to prevent labels from being entirely in a foreign 
language.  If labels are in a foreign language, many 
purchasers will not be able to read them. 

    
Regulation 3. Label Information. WAC 16-200-760 Brand and product names. WAC 16-252-040 Product or brand name label infor-

mation required. 
 

  WAC 16-252-040 
Label requirements in subsections (1) through (10) of 
this section apply to all pet food distributed under a 
product or brand name. Label requirements in subsec-

• Added for clarity 

15                                         16-252 Pet Food CD - WAC Sort 03-07-01  Not Paginated2.doc 
10/2/2003 
1:51 PM 



Commercial Feed Rules:  Pet Food and Specialty Pet Food – DRAFT July 1, 2003 
AAFCO Model Regulations Current WAC Proposed WAC Comments 

 
tions (1) through (6) and (8) through (10) of this sec-
tion apply to all specialty pet food distributed under a 
product or brand name. 
 

Regulation 3(a) 
(1) Product name and brand name if any. 

I. The brand or product name must be appro-
priate for the intended use of the feed and must 
not be misleading. If the name indicates the 
feed is made for a specific use, the character of 
the feed must conform therewith. A commercial 
feed for a particular animal class, must be suit-
able for that purpose. 

WAC 16-200-760 
(1) The brand or product name must be appropriate for 
the intended use of the feed and not be misleading. If 
the name indicates the feed is made for a specific use, 
the character of the feed must conform therewith. A mix-
ture labeled “dairy feed,” for example, must be suitable 
for that purpose. 

WAC 16-252-040 
(1) The brand or product name must be appropriate for 
the intended use of the pet food or specialty pet food, 
and must not be misleading.  If the name indicates the 
pet food or specialty pet food is made for a specific use, 
the character of the pet food or specialty pet food must 
conform to that use.  For example, a mixture labeled "dog 
food" must be suitable for dogs. 
 

• Identical to AAFCO and current WAC 
• Rewritten for clarity 

Regulation 3(a)(1) 
VI. Single ingredient feeds shall have a product 
name in accordance with the designated defini-
tion of feed ingredients as recognized by the 
Association of American Feed Control Officials 
unless the ______ designates otherwise. 

WAC 16-200-760 
(2) When not specifically stated in chapter 15.53 RCW or 
otherwise designated by the department, the department 
will be guided by the definitions of feed ingredients and 
feed terms as established in the 1998 official publication 
of the Association of American Feed Control Officials in 
accepting product names for single ingredient feeds. 

WAC 16-252-040 
(2) When reviewing product names for single ingredient 

pet foods or specialty pet foods, the department will 
be guided by the definitions of feed ingredients and 
feed terms established by the Association of Ameri-
can Feed Control Officials official publication unless 
those definitions and terms are specifically defined in 
chapter 15.53 RCW, WAC 16-252-010, or 16-252-
015. 

• Substantially the same as AAFCO and current 
WAC 

• Rewritten for clarity 
• Updated references 

Regulation 3(a)(1) 
III. The name of a commercial feed shall not be 
derived from one or more ingredients of a mix-
ture to the exclusion of other ingredients and 
shall not be one representing any components 
of a mixture unless all components are in-
cluded in the name: Provided, That if any in-
gredient or combination of ingredients is in-
tended to impart a distinctive characteristic to 
the product which is of significance to the pur-
chaser, the name of that ingredient or combina-
tion of ingredients may be used as a part of the 
brand name or product name if the ingredients 
or combination of ingredients is quantitatively 
guaranteed in the guaranteed analysis, and the 
brand or product name is not otherwise false or 
misleading. 

WAC 16-200-760 
(3) A name of a commercial feed shall not be derived 
from one or more ingredients of a mixture to the exclu-
sion of other ingredients and shall not be one represent-
ing any component of a mixture unless all components 
are included in the name: Provided, That if any ingredi-
ent or combination of ingredients is intended to impart a 
distinctive characteristic to the product which is of sig-
nificance to the purchaser, the name of that ingredient or 
combination of ingredients may be used as a part of the 
brand name or product name, if in the opinion of the de-
partment, the ingredient or combination of ingredients is 
present in sufficient quantity to impart a distinctive char-
acteristic to the product, that it does not constitute a rep-
resentation that the ingredient or combination of ingredi-
ents is present to the exclusion of other ingredients, and 
that it is not otherwise false or misleading. 

WAC 16-252-040 
(3) Except for the circumstances described in subsection 

(4) of this section, the name of a pet food or specialty 
pet food must not be derived from: 
(a) One or more ingredients of a mixture to the exclu-

sion of the other ingredients; or 
(b) One component of a mixture unless all compo-

nents are included in the name. 
(4) When a pet food or specialty pet food contains any 

ingredient or combination of ingredients for the pur-
pose of imparting a distinct characteristic to the prod-
uct that is significant to the purchaser, the name of 
that ingredient or combination of ingredients may be 
used as part of the brand name or product name if 
the department determines that the: 
(a) Ingredient or combination of ingredients is present 

in sufficient quantity to impart a distinctive charac-
teristic to the product; 

(b) Product name does not constitute a representa-
tion that the ingredient or combination of ingredi-
ents is present to the exclusion of other ingredi-
ents; and 

(c) Product name is not otherwise false or misleading. 
 

• Identical to AAFCO and current WAC 
• Rewritten and reformatted for clarity 

Regulation 3(a)(1) 
VII. The word “vitamin”, or a contraction 

WAC 16-200-760 
(4) The word vitamin, or a contraction thereof, or any 

 Left out of this chapter because WAC 16-253-040(10) 
would allow the use of the word “vitamin” 
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thereof, or any word suggesting vitamin can be 
used only in the name of a feed which is repre-
sented to be a vitamin supplement, and which 
is labeled with the minimum content of each vi-
tamin declared, as specified in Regulation 4(c). 

word suggesting vitamin, can be used only in the name 
of a feed which is represented to be a vitamin supple-
ment, and which is labeled with the minimum content of 
each vitamin declared, as specified in WAC 16-200-
770(4). 

Regulation PF3 
(a) The words "100%", or "All", or words of similar desig-
nation shall not be used in the brand or product name of a 
pet food or specialty pet food if the product contains more 
than one ingredient, not including water sufficient for 
processing, decharacterizing agents, or trace amounts of 
preservatives and condiments. 
 

 WAC 16-252-040 
(5) The words "one hundred percent" or "all," or words of 
similar meaning, must not be used in the brand or prod-
uct name of a pet food or specialty pet food if the product 
contains more than one ingredient other than: 
 (a) Water sufficient for processing; 
 (b) Decharacterizing agents; 
 (c) A trace amount of preservatives; or 
 (d) A trace amount of condiments. 

 

• Identical to AAFCO and current WAC 
• Reformatted for clarity 

 

Regulation PF3 
(b) An ingredient or a combination of ingredients may 

form a part of the product name of a pet food or spe-
cialty pet food: 

 WAC 16-252-040 
(6) An ingredient or a combination of ingredients may 
form a part of the product name of a pet food or specialty 
pet food when the product conforms with one of the fol-
lowing options: 
 

• Identical to AAFCO and current WAC 
• Rewritten for clarity 

Regulation PF3(b) 
(1) When the ingredient(s) derived from animals, poul-

try, or fish constitutes at least 95% of the total 
weight of the product. Water sufficient for process-
ing may be excluded when calculating the per-
centage, however, the ingredient(s) shall consti-
tute at least 70% of the total product weight. 

 WAC 16-252-040(6) 
(a) The ingredient(s) derived from animals, poultry, or 
fish constitutes at least ninety-five percent of the total 
product weight, including water sufficient for processing.  
If processing water is excluded, then the ingredient(s) 
derived from animals, poultry, or fish must constitute at 
least seventy percent of the total product weight. 
 Note: Example 1:  A product may be called 

"beef dog food" if beef makes up at 
least ninety-five percent of the total 
product weight, including water suffi-
cient for processing.  If processing wa-
ter has been excluded from the calcu-
lation, then beef must make up at least 
seventy percent of the total product 
weight. 

  Example 2:  A product may be called 
"beef and chicken dog food" if the 
combination of beef and chicken 
makes up at least ninety-five percent 
of the total product weight, including 
water sufficient for processing.  If 
processing water has been excluded 
from the calculation, then beef and 
chicken must make up at least seventy 
percent of the total product weight. 

 

• Substantially the same as AAFCO 
• To prevent misleading labeling 
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Regulation PF3(b) 

(2) When any ingredient(s) constitutes at least 25% of 
the weight of the product, provided that: 
A. Water sufficient for processing may be ex-

cluded when calculating the percentage, how-
ever, the ingredients(s) shall constitute at least 
10% of the total product weight; and 

 

 WAC 16-252-040(6) 
(b) Any ingredient(s) that constitutes at least twenty-five 
percent of the total product weight, including water for 
processing and complies with (i) and (ii).  If water for 
processing has been excluded, then any ingredient(s) 
that constitutes at least ten percent of the product weight 
and complies with (i) and (ii). 
 

• Substantially the same as AAFCO 
• To prevent misleading labeling 

Regulation PF3(b)(2) 
B. A descriptor is used with the ingredient 

name(s).  This descriptor shall imply other in-
gredients are included in the product formula. 
Examples of descriptors include "dinner", "plat-
ter", "entree", "formula", and "recipe"; and 

 WAC 16-252-040(6)(b) 
(i) A descriptor is used with the ingredient name(s).  This 
descriptor must imply other ingredients are included in 
the product formula.  Examples of descriptors include 
"dinner," "platter," "entree," "formula," and "recipe"; and 

 

• Substantially the same as AAFCO 
• To prevent misleading labeling 

Regulation PF3(b)(2) 
C. The descriptor shall be in the same size, style, 

and color print as the ingredient name(s). 
 

 WAC 16-252-040(6)(b) 
(ii) The descriptor must be in the same size, style and 
color print as the ingredient name(s). 

 

• Substantially the same as AAFCO 
• To prevent misleading labeling 

  Note:Example 1:  A product may be called "beef dinner dog 
food" if beef makes up at least twenty-five 
percent of the total product weight, includ-
ing water for processing and meets the 
conditions stated in (i) and (ii). 

  Example 2:  If water for processing is ex-
cluded from the calculation, then a product 
may be called "beef dinner dog food" if 
beef makes up at least ten percent of the 
total product weight, and meets conditions 
stated in subsections (i) and (ii). 

 

• Added example for clarity 

Regulation PF3(b) 
(3) When a combination of ingredients which are in-

cluded in the product name in accordance with 
Regulation PF3(b) meets all of the following: 

 WAC 16-252-040(6) 
(c) A combination of ingredients, which are included in 
the product name in accordance with (a) and (b) of this 
subsection meets all of the following: 
 

• Substantially the same as AAFCO 
• To prevent misleading labeling 

Regulation PF3(b)(3) 
A. Each ingredient constitutes at least 3% of the 

product weight, excluding water sufficient for 
processing; and 

 WAC 16-252-040(6)(c) 
(i) Each ingredient constitutes at least three percent 

of the product weight, excluding water sufficient for 
processing; 

 

• Substantially the same as AAFCO 
• To prevent misleading labeling 

Regulation PF3(b)(3) 
B. The names of the ingredients appear in the or-

der of their respective predominance by weight 
in the product; and 

 WAC 16-252-040(6)(c) 
(ii) The names of the ingredients listed in the product 

name appear in the order of their respective pre-
dominance by weight in the product; and 

• Substantially the same as AAFCO 
• To prevent misleading labeling 

Regulation PF3(b)(3) 
C. All such ingredient names appear on the label 

in the same size, style, and color print. 

 WAC 16-252-040(6)(c) 
(iii) The names of the ingredients listed in the product 

name appear on the label in the same size, style, 
and color print. 

• Substantially the same as AAFCO 
• To prevent misleading labeling 

  Note:Example 1:  A product may be called "beef and chicken • Added example for clarity 
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dog food" if: 
  (a) Including water for processing, the 

combination of beef and chicken total at 
least ninety-five percent of the product 
weight; and 

  (b) Excluding water for processing, at least 
three percent of the product weight is 
chicken. 

  Example 2:  A product may be called "beef 
and chicken dog food" if, excluding proc-
essing water, the combination of beef and 
chicken total at least seventy percent of 
the product weight and at least three per-
cent of the product weight is chicken. 

  Example 3:  A product may be called "beef 
and chicken dinner" if: 

  (a) Including water for processing, the 
combination of beef and chicken total at 
least twenty-five percent of the product 
weight; and 

  (b) Excluding water for processing, at least 
three percent of the product weight is 
chicken. 

  Example 4:  A product may be called "beef 
and chicken dinner" if the combination of 
beef and chicken, excluding water for 
processing total at least ten percent of the 
product weight and at least three percent 
of the product weight is chicken. 

 
Regulation PF3(c) 
(c) When the name of any ingredient appears in the prod-
uct name of a pet food or elsewhere on the product label 
and includes a descriptor such as "with" or similar desig-
nation, the named ingredient(s) must each constitute at 
least 3% of the product weight exclusive of water for 
processing. If the names of more than one ingredient are 
shown, they shall appear in their respective order of pre-
dominance by weight in the product. The 3% minimum 
level shall not apply to claims for nutrients, such as, but 
not limited to, vitamins, minerals, and fatty acids, as well 
as condiments. The word "with," or similar designation, 
and named ingredients shall be in the same size, style, 
color and case print and be of no greater size than: 
 

Panel Size Max "with claim" Type Size 
< 5 sq. in. 1/8” 

5-25 sq. in. 1/4" 
25-100 sq. in 3/8” 

100-400 sq. in 1/2" 
400 sq. in + 1” 

 WAC 16-252-040 
(7)(a) When the name of any ingredient appears in the 
product name of a pet food, or elsewhere on the product 
label, and includes a descriptor such as "with" or similar 
designation, the named ingredient(s) must each consti-
tute at least three percent of the product weight exclusive 
of water for processing. 
 (b) The three percent minimum level does not ap-
ply to claims for condiments or nutrients.  Condiments 
include, but are not limited to, flavorings and spices.  Nu-
trients include, but are not limited to, vitamins, minerals, 
and fatty acids. 
 (c) If the names of more than one ingredient are 
shown, they must appear in their respective order of pre-
dominance by weight in the product. 
 (d) The word "with" (or similar designation) and all 
named ingredients must appear in the same size, style, 
color and case print and be of no greater size than: 
 

Panel Size Maximum "with claim"       
< 5 sq. in. 1/8”

• Substantially the same as AAFCO 
• To prevent misleading labeling 
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400 sq. in + 1”  < 5 sq. in. 1/8” 

5-25 sq. in. 1/4" 
25-100 sq. in 3/8” 

100-400 sq. in 1/2" 
400 sq. in + 1”  

  Note: Example 1:  A product may be called "beef with rice 
dog food" if: 

 (a) Including water for processing, the product con-
tains at least ninety-five percent beef; and 

 (b) Excluding water for processing, at least three 
percent of the product weight is rice. 

Example 2:  A product may be called "beef and 
chicken dinner with rice dog food" if: 

 (a) Including water for processing, the product con-
tains enough beef and chicken so that 
these two ingredients total at least twenty-
five percent of the product weight; and 

 (b) Excluding water for processing, at least three 
percent of the product weight is rice. 

 

• Added example for clarity 

Regulation 3(a)(1) 
VIII.  The term “mineralized” shall not be used 
in the name of a feed except for “TRACE MIN-
ERALIZED SALT”. When so used, the product 
must contain significant amounts of trace min-
erals which are recognized as essential for 
animal nutrition. 

WAC 16-200-760 
(5) The term “mineralized” shall not be used in the name 
of a feed except “trace mineralized salt.” When so used, 
the product must contain significant amounts of trace 
minerals which are recognized as essential for animal 
nutrition. 

WAC 16-252-040 
(8) The term "mineralized" may only be used in a feed 
name for "trace mineralized salt" and must not be used in 
the name of any other feed.  "Trace mineralized salt" 
must contain significant amounts of trace minerals that 
are recognized as essential for animal nutrition. 

• Identical to current WAC and AAFCO 

Regulation 3(a)(1) 
V.   When the name carries a percentage 
value, it shall be understood to signify protein 
and/or equivalent protein content only, even 
though it may not explicitly modify the percent-
age with the word “protein”: Provided, That 
other percentage values may be permitted if 
they are followed by the proper description and 
conform to good labeling practice. Digital num-
bers shall not be used in such a manner as to 
be misleading or confusing to the customer. 

 
WAC 16-200-760 
(6) When the brand name carries a percentage value, it 
shall be understood to signify protein and/or protein 
equivalent content. If any other percentage values are 
used in brand names, they must be followed by the 
proper description. 

WAC 16-252-040 
(9)(a) If a brand name includes a single percentage value 
without explanation, the percentage value must signify 
the feed's crude protein content.  For example, "BLUE 
BIRD PET FOOD eighteen percent cat food" means that the 
feed contains eighteen percent crude protein. 
 (b) If a brand name includes a single percentage 
value and the percentage does not represent crude pro-
tein content, the brand name must indicate what the per-
centage represents.  For example, "BLUE BIRD PET FOOD 
twenty-two percent calcium concentrate premix." 
 (c) If a brand name includes more than one per-
centage value, the percentage must be followed by a 
corresponding description.  For example, "BLUE BIRD PET 
FOOD forty-two percent crude protein - twenty-five per-
cent fat cat milk replacer." 

 
Regulation 3(a)(1) 

IV.  The word “protein” shall not be permitted in 
the product name of a feed that contains added 
non-protein nitrogen. 

WAC 16-200-760 
(8) The word “protein” shall not be permitted in the brand 
name of a feed that contains added nonprotein nitrogen. 

WAC 16-252-040(9) 
(d) If the brand name contains either a percentage value 
that signifies crude protein or the word "protein," then the 
pet food or specialty pet food must contain no more than 
one and one-quarter percent nonprotein nitrogen. 

• In current WAC 16-200-760(8) we specify that if 
the word “protein” is used in the brand name the 
product cannot contain any added non-protein ni-
trogen.  However, in current WAC 16-200-760(6) 
we assume that if an unqualified percentage is in 
the brand name that it stands for protein or pro-
tein equivalent.  This implies that when an un-
qualified percentage is used in the brand name 
the product could contain non-protein nitrogen.  
Proposed language was written to eliminate this 
discrepancy and to set a limit on the amount of 
non-protein nitrogen allowed.  The limit comes 
from current WAC 16-200-830(4). 

• Added examples to clarify intent of current rule 
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Regulation 3(a)(1) 

II. Commercial, registered brand or trade 
names are not permitted in guarantees or in-
gredient listings and only in the product name 
of feeds produced by or for the firm holding the 
rights to such a name. 

WAC 16-200-760 
(7) Commercial feed shall be considered as a distinct 
brand when differing either in guaranteed analysis, 
trademark name, or any other characteristic method of 
marking: Provided, That a brand may be sold in various 
physical forms. 

WAC 16-252-040 
(10) Pet food and/or specialty pet food must be consid-
ered a distinct brand if it differs in guaranteed analysis, 
trademark name, or any other characteristic method of 
marking.  However, this requirement does not prevent a 
brand from being distributed in various physical forms. 
 

• Substantially the same as AAFCO and current 
WAC  

• Changed “sold” to “distributed” because by defini-
tion distributed is a broader term and the de-
partment believes it is the intent of the regula-
tion to include all methods of distribution. 

• Rewritten for clarity 
    

  WAC 16-252-042 Label information required when a 
drug is used.  

Created a separate, shorter section to improve clarity 
and increase user understanding and effectiveness 
rather than burying this information in one section like 
the current rule (WAC 16-200-755). 

Regulation 3(a) 
(2) If a drug is used: 

WAC 16-200-755(1) 
(b) If a drug is used, the label shall include: 

WAC 16-252-042 
In addition to the information specified in WAC 16-252-
025, if a drug is used in pet food or specialty pet food, the 
label must contain the following directly after and below 
the product name: 

• Substantially the same as AAFCO and current 
WAC 

• Changed “shall” to “must” 

Regulation 3(a)(2) 
I. The word “medicated” shall appear directly 

following and below the product name in 
type size, no smaller than one-half the type 
size of the product name. 

WAC 16-200-755(1)(b) 
(i) The word “medicated” directly following and below the 
product name in type size, no smaller than one-half the 
type size of the product name; 

WAC 16-252-042 
(1) The word "medicated" in a type size that is at least 
one-half the type size of the product name. 

• Substantially the same as AAFCO and current 
WAC 

 

Regulation 3(a)(2) 
II. The purpose of medication (claim state-

ment). 

WAC 16-200-755(1)(b) 
(ii) The purpose of the medication (claim statement); 

WAC 16-252-042 
(2) Information stating the purpose of the medication. 
 

• Substantially the same as AAFCO  
 

Regulation 3(a)(2) 
III. An active ingredient statement listing the 

active drug ingredients by their established 
name and the amounts in accordance with 
Regulation 4 (d). 

WAC 16-200-755(1)(b) 
(iii) An active drug ingredient statement listing the active 
drug ingredients by their established name and the 
amounts in accordance with WAC 16-200-770(5); 

WAC 16-252-042 
(3) An active ingredient statement listing the: 
 (a) Active drug ingredients by established name; 
and 

 (b) Amount of active drug ingredient per unit (for 
example mg/lb, g/ton) consistent with requirements 
in WAC 16-252-074. 

• Identical to AAFCO and current WAC 
• Rewritten for clarity 
• Updated WAC reference 

Regulation 3(a) 
(6) Directions for use and precautionary statements 
or reference to their location if the detailed feeding 
directions and precautionary statements required 
by Regulations 7 and 8 appear elsewhere on the 
label. 

Regulation 7 
(a) Directions for use and precautionary statements 
on the labeling of all commercial feeds and cus-
tomer-formula feeds containing additives (including 
drugs, special purpose additives, or non-nutritive 
additives) shall: 
(1) Be adequate to enable safe and effective use 
for the intended purposes by users with no special 
knowledge of the purpose and use of such articles; 
and, 

WAC 16-200-755(7) 
(f) The direction for use and precautionary statements as 
required by WAC 16-200-795 and 16-200-830; 

WAC 16-252-042 
(4) Directions for use and precautionary statements, 
or a statement of where on the label the directions for 
use and precautionary statements can be found. 

 

• Substantially the same as AAFCO and current 
WAC 
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(2) Include, but not be limited to, all information de-
scribed by all applicable regulations under the 
Federal Food, Drug and Cosmetic Act. 

    
Regulation 3(a)(4) 
    XI.  Exemptions. 

WAC 16-200-755 
(2) Exemptions. 

WAC 16-252-051 Exemptions from the guarantees 
required in WAC 16-252-061 and WAC 16-252-062 

To improve clarity, the proposed rule creates a sepa-
rate section related specifically to guarantee exemp-
tions. 

  WAC 16-252-051 
The following exemptions apply to guarantees listed in 
WAC 16-252-061 and WAC 16-252-062: 

 

Regulation PF4 
(g) Guarantees for crude protein, crude fat, and crude 
fiber are not required when the pet food or specialty 
pet food is intended for purposes other than to furnish 
these substances or they are of minor significance 
relative to the primary purpose of the product, such as 
a mineral or vitamin supplement. 

WAC 16-200-755(2) 
(c) Guarantees for crude protein, crude fat, and crude 
fiber are not required when the commercial feed is in-
tended for purposes other than to furnish these sub-
stances or they are of minor significance relating to the 
primary purpose of the product, such as drug premixes, 
mineral or vitamin supplements, and molasses. 

WAC 16-252-051 
(1) Guarantees for crude protein, crude fat, and crude 
fiber are not required when: 
 (a) The pet food or specialty pet food is intended 
for purposes other than to furnish these substances; or 

 (b) These substances are insignificant to the pri-
mary purpose of the product, such as drug pre-
mixes, mineral or vitamin supplements, and mo-
lasses. 

• Identical to AAFCO and current WAC 
• Reformatted for clarity 

Regulation 3(a)(4) XI 
a. A mineral guarantee for feed, excluding those 

feeds manufactured as complete feeds and for 
feed supplements intended to be mixed with 
grain to produce a complete feed for swine, 
poultry, fish, and veal and herd milk replacers, is 
not required when: 
(1) The feed or feed ingredient is not intended or 

represented or does not serve as a principal 
source of that mineral to the animal; or 

(2) The feed or feed ingredient is intended for 
non-food producing animals and contains 
less than 6.5% total mineral. 

WAC 16-200-755(2) 
(a) A mineral guarantee is not required when the feed or 
feed ingredient is not intended, or represented or does 
not serve as a principal source of that mineral to the ani-
mal. 

WAC 16-252-051 
(2) A mineral guarantee is not required when the food or 
food ingredient is: 
 (a) Not intended or represented or does not serve 
as a principal source of that mineral to the animal; or 
 (b) Contains less than six and one-half percent total 
minerals. 

• Substantially the same as AAFCO and current 
WAC. 

• Subpart (b) strengthens current rule. 

b. Guarantees for vitamins are not required when 
the commercial feed is neither formulated for nor 
represented in any manner as a vitamin sup-
plement. 

WAC 16-200-755(2) 
(b) Guarantees for vitamins are not required when the 
commercial feed is neither formulated for, nor repre-
sented in any manner as a vitamin supplement. 

WAC 16-252-051 
(3) Guarantees for vitamins are not required when the 
pet food or specialty pet food is neither formulated for nor 
represented in any manner as a vitamin supplement. 
 

Identical to AAFCO and current WAC 

c. Guarantees for microorganisms are not re-
quired when the commercial feed is intended 
for a purpose other than to furnish these sub-
stances or they are of minor significance relat-
ing to the primary purpose of the product, and 
no specific label claims are made. 

WAC 16-200-755(2) 
(d) Guarantees for microorganisms are not required 
when the commercial feed is intended for a purpose 
other than to furnish these substances or they are of mi-
nor significance relating to the primary purpose of the 
product, and no specific label claims are made. 

WAC 16-252-051 
(4) Guarantees for microorganisms are not required 
when: 
 (a) The pet food or specialty pet food is intended 
for a purpose other than to furnish microorganisms; or 

 (b) The microorganisms are insignificant to the pri-
mary purpose of the product, and no specific label 
claims are made. 

 

• Substantially the same as AAFCO and current 
rule except  “minor significance” is replaced by 
“insignificant”. 

• Reformatted for clarity 

Regulation 3(a)(4) XI 
d. The indication for animal class(es) and species is 

 WAC 16-250-051 
(5) Information on animal species is not required on sin-

Substantially the same as AAFCO 
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not required on single ingredient products if the in-
gredient is not intended, represented, or defined for 
a specific animal class(es) or species. 

gle ingredient products if the ingredient is not intended, 
represented, or defined for a specific animal species. 
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Regulation PF4. Expression of Guarantees  WAC 16-252-061 Guarantees for pet food. Created separate section for pet food and specialty 

pet food for clarity  
  WAC 16-252-061 

(1) The guarantees for pet food in subsections (2) through 
(5) of this section must appear on the label. 

Added for clarity 

Regulation PF4 
(a) The “Guaranteed Analysis” shall be listed in the fol-
lowing order and format unless otherwise specified in 
these Regulations: 

(1) A pet food or specialty pet food label shall list 
the following required guarantees; 

WAC 16-200-755 (1) 
(d) The guaranteed analysis of the feed required under 
the provisions of RCW 15.53.9016 (1)(b). This shall in-
clude the following items, unless exempted in subsection 
(2) of this section, in the order listed: 
 
 
 

WAC 16-252-061 
(2)(a) Guaranteed analysis for all pet food must include 
the following nutrients on the label in the order listed be-
low unless exempted under WAC 16-252-051: 

Substantially the same as current WAC and AAFCO 

Regulation PF4 (a) (1) 
A. Minimum percentage of crude protein; 

WAC 16-200-755 (1)(d)     
 (i) Minimum percentage of crude protein; 
 (ii) Maximum or minimum percentage of equivalent 

protein from nonprotein nitrogen as required in 
WAC 16-200-770(8); 
 

WAC 16-252-061(2)(a) 
(i) Minimum percentage of crude protein; 

• Substantially the same as current WAC and 
AAFCO  

• WAC16-200-755(1)(ii) not included in WAC 16-
252 because NPN cannot be used as a source of 
protein in the non-ruminant. 

Regulation PF4 (a) (1) 
B. Minimum percentage of crude fat. 

WAC 16-200-755 (1)(d)     
iii) Minimum percentage of crude fat; 

WAC 16-252-061(2)(a) 
(ii) Minimum percentage of crude fat; 
(iii) Maximum percentage of crude fat when required by 
subsection (8) of this section; 

• Provide information necessary for the purchaser 
to make good decisions in relation to the nutrition 
and health of companion animals 

Regulation PF4 (a) (1) 
D. Maximum percentage of crude fiber; 

 WAC 16-200-755 (1)(d)      
  (iv) Maximum percentage of crude fiber; 

WAC 16-252-061(2)(a) 
(iv) Maximum percentage of crude fiber; 

• Provide information necessary for the purchaser 
to make good decisions in relation to the nutrition 
and health of companion animals 

Regulation PF4(a)(1) 
E. Maximum percentage of moisture; and 

 
 

WAC 16-200-755(1)(d) 
(v) Moisture guarantees shall be shown as a part of the 
guaranteed analysis on the labels of all canned pet 
foods and specialty pet foods. When water is added in 
the preparation of canned foods for animals, water must 
be listed as an ingredient; 

WAC 16-252-061(2)(a) 
(v) Maximum percentage of moisture;  

• Substantially the same as current WAC  
• The remainder of the current WAC was moved to 

section on Feed Ingredient Statement (WAC 16-
252-090 (2)(C). 

• Identical to AAFCO 

Regulation PF4 
(a)(2) When ash is listed in the guaranteed analysis on a 
pet food or specialty pet food label, it shall be guaranteed 
as a maximum percentage and shall immediately follow 
moisture. 

 WAC 16-252-061(2)(a) 
(vi) Maximum percentage of ash if listed; 

• Substantially the same as AAFCO 
• Provide information necessary for the purchaser 

to make good decisions in relation to the nutrition 
and health of companion animals. 

Regulation PF4 (a) (1) 
F. Additional guarantees shall follow moisture. 

 WAC 16-252-061(2)(a) 
(vii) Additional guarantees as required in this section and 
any voluntary guarantees. 

• Substantially the same as AAFCO 
• Provide information necessary for the purchaser 

to make good decisions in relation to the nutrition 
and health of companion animals 
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Regulation PF4 (a)  

(3) A dog or cat food label shall list other required 
or voluntary guarantees in the same order and 
units of the nutrients in the AAFCO Dog (or Cat) 
Food Nutrient Profiles.  Guarantees for substances 
not listed in the AAFCO Dog (or Cat) Food Nutrient 
Profiles, or not otherwise provided for in these 
Regulations, shall immediately follow the listing of 
the recognized nutrients and shall be accompanied 
by an asterisk referring to the disclaimer “not rec-
ognized as an essential nutrient by the AAFCO 
Dog (or Cat) Food Nutrient Profiles”.  The dis-
claimer shall appear immediately after the last such 
guarantee in the same size type as the guarantees. 

 WAC 16-252-061(2) 
(b) Additional required or voluntary guarantees must be 
listed in the same order and units as the nutrients in the 
AAFCO dog (or cat) food nutrient profiles. 
 (i) Guarantees for nutrients not listed in the 
AAFCO dog (or cat) food nutrient profiles, or otherwise 
provided for in this section, must: 
 (A) Be listed immediately following the entire list of 
nutrients found in the AAFCO dog (or cat) food nutrient 
profiles; and 

 (B) All nutrients of a similar class must be listed 
together.  For example, amino acids not found 
in the AAFCO dog (or cat) food nutrient profile 
must be grouped together; 

• Substantially the same as AAFCO 
• Provide information necessary for the purchaser 

to make good decisions in relation to the nutrition 
and health of companion animals 

  WAC 16-252-061(2)(b) 
(ii) The concentration of nutrients and/or substances not 
found in an AAFCO dog (or cat) nutrient profile must be in 
the units that the nutrient or substance is normally asso-
ciated with; 

• Added for clarity 

Regulation 2(a) 
(4) Guaranteed analysis as stipulated in Regulation 
3(a)(4). 

 WAC 16-252-061(2)(b) 
(iii) Guarantees for microorganisms and enzymes must 
be stated as required in WAC 16-252-076; 

• Added for clarity 

25                                         16-252 Pet Food CD - WAC Sort 03-07-01  Not Paginated2.doc 
10/2/2003 
1:51 PM 



Commercial Feed Rules:  Pet Food and Specialty Pet Food – DRAFT July 1, 2003 
AAFCO Model Regulations Current WAC Proposed WAC Comments 

 
Regulation PF4 (a)  
(3) A dog or cat food label shall list other required or vol-
untary guarantees in the same order and units of the nu-
trients in the AAFCO Dog (or Cat) Food Nutrient Profiles.  
Guarantees for substances not listed in the AAFCO Dog 
(or Cat) Food Nutrient Profiles, or not otherwise provided 
for in these Regulations, shall immediately follow the list-
ing of the recognized nutrients and shall be accompanied 
by an asterisk referring to the disclaimer “not recognized 
as an essential nutrient by the AAFCO Dog (or Cat) Food 
Nutrient Profiles”.  The disclaimer shall appear immedi-
ately after the last such guarantee in the same size type 
as the guarantees. 

 WAC 16-252-061(2)(b) 
(iv) Any nutrients or substances that are guaranteed and 
are not listed in an AAFCO dog (or cat) food nutrient pro-
file, must be immediately followed by an asterisk that re-
fers to the appropriate disclaimer: 
 (A) ".*Not recognized as an essential nutrient 
by the AAFCO dog food nutrient profiles"; or 
 (B) ".*Not recognized as an essential nutrient 
by the AAFCO cat food nutrient profiles." 

• Substantially the same as AAFCO 
• Provide information necessary for the purchaser 

to make good decisions in relation to the nutrition 
and health of companion animals 

Regulation PF4 
(f) The maximum moisture declared on a pet food or 
specialty pet food label shall not exceed 78.00% or the 
natural moisture content of the ingredients, whichever 
is higher.  However, pet food and specialty pet food 
such as, but not limited to, those consisting principally 
of stew, gravy, sauce, broth, aspic, juice, or a milk re-
placer, and which are so labeled, may contain moisture 
in excess of 78.00% 

 WAC 16-252-061 
(3) The maximum moisture allowed is seventy-eight per-
cent or the natural moisture content of the ingredients, 
whichever is higher.  However, the moisture in products 
labeled as, and consisting principally of, items like stew, 
gravy, sauce, broth, aspic, juice, or a milk replacer may 
exceed these maximum moisture allowances. 

• Substantially the same as AAFCO 
• Provide information necessary for the purchaser 

to make good decisions in relation to the nutrition 
and health of companion animals 

Regulation PF5 
(c) Brand or trade names shall not be used in the ingredi-
ent statement. 
Regulation 3(a)(1) 

II.  Commercial, registered brand or trade names are 
not permitted in guarantees or ingredient listings 
and only in the product name of feeds produced by 
or for the firm holding the rights to such a name. 

 

WAC 16-200-790 
(9) The use of commercial, copyrighted brand, or trade 
names in the guarantees and ingredient listing shall not 
be permitted. 

WAC 16-252-061 
(4) The use of commercial, copyrighted brand, or trade 
names in the guarantee statement is prohibited. 

• Substantially the same as current WAC and 
AAFCO 

Regulation PF4 
(c) The label of a pet food or a specialty pet food which is 

formulated as and represented to be a mineral sup-
plement shall include: 
(1) Minimum guarantees for all minerals from sources 

declared in the ingredient statement and estab-
lished by an AAFCO-recognized nutrient profile, 
expressed as the element in units specified in the 
nutrient profile; or 

 

 WAC 16-252-061 
(5)(a) If a pet food is represented as a mineral supple-
ment, then all minerals from sources listed in the ingredi-
ent statement that are also found in an AAFCO-
recognized pet food nutrient profile must be guaranteed. 

• Substantially the same as AAFCO 
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  Note:AAFCO pet food nutrient profiles can be found in the As-

sociation of American Feed Control Offi-
cials official publication. 

 

• Added note for clarity 

Regulation PF4(c) 
(2) Minimum guarantees for all minerals from sources 
declared in the ingredient statement expressed as the 
element in units specified in Model Regulation 4(b) 
when no species-specific nutrient profile has been 
recognized by AAFCO; and provided that 

 

 WAC 16-252-061(5) 
(b) When minerals are listed, they must be: 
 (i) Listed in the order they appear in the AAFCO-
recognized pet food nutrient profile; and 
 (ii) As the element in units specified in the 
AAFCO-recognized nutrient pet food profile.      

• Substantially the same as AAFCO 

Regulation PF4(c) 
(3) Mineral guarantees required by Regulation PF4 

(c)(1) and (2) may be expressed in milligrams 
(mg) per unit (e.g., tablets, capsules, granules, or 
liquids) consistent with those employed in the 
quantity statement and directions for use; and 

 

 WAC 16-252-061(5) 
(c) Mineral guarantees may be stated in milligrams (mg) 
per unit (for example, tablets, capsules, granules, or liq-
uids) consistent with the units stated in the quantity 
statement and directions for use. 

• Substantially the same as AAFCO 

Regulation PF4(c) 
(4) A weight equivalent (e.g., 1 fl. oz. = 28 grams) for 

liquid products. 

 WAC 16-252-061(5) 
(d) All liquid mineral pet food must have a weight equiva-
lent on the label following the guarantees for the miner-
als.  For example, 1 fl. oz .= 28 grams. 

• Substantially the same as AAFCO 

Regulation PF4 
(d) The label of a pet food or a specialty pet food which is 

formulated as and represented to be a vitamin sup-
plement shall include: 
(1) Minimum guarantees for all vitamins from sources 
declared in the ingredient statement and established 
by an AAFCO-recognized nutrient profile, expressed 
in units specified in the nutrient profile; or 

 WAC 16-252-061 
(6)(a) If a pet food is represented as a vitamin supple-

ment, then all vitamins from sources listed in the ingre-
dient statement that are also found in an AAFCO-
recognized dog food or cat food nutrient profile must 
be guaranteed. 

 

• Substantially the same as AAFCO 

(2) Minimum guarantees for all vitamins from sources 
declared in the ingredient statement expressed in 
units specified in Model Regulation 4(c) when no spe-
cies-specific nutrient profile has been recognized by 
AAFCO; and provided that  

 

 WAC 16-252-061 
(b) When vitamins are listed, they must be: 
 (i) Listed in the order they appear in the AAFCO-
recognized pet food nutrient profile; and 

 (ii) In units specified in the AAFCO-recognized pet 
food nutrient profile.  

 

• Substantially the same as AAFCO 

(3) Vitamin guarantees required by Regulation 
PF4(d)(1) and (2), may be expressed in approved 
units (e.g., IU, mg, g) per unit (e.g., tablets, capsules, 
granules, or liquids) consistent with those employed in 
the quantity statement and directions for use; and 

 

 WAC 16-252-061 
(c) Vitamin guarantees may be stated in approved units 

(for example, IU, mg, g) per unit (for example, tablets, 
capsules, granules, or liquids) consistent with those 
employed in the quantity statement and directions for 
use. 

• Substantially the same as AAFCO 

(4) A weight equivalent (e.g., 1 fl. oz. = 28 grams) for 
liquid products. 

 

 WAC 16-252-061 
(d) All liquid vitamin pet food must have a weight equiva-

lent on the label following the guarantees for the vita-
mins.  For example, 1 fl. oz .= 28 grams. 

• Substantially the same as AAFCO 
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Regulation PF4(a) 

(3) A dog or cat food label shall list other required or 
voluntary guarantees in the same order and units of 
the nutrients in the AAFCO Dog (or Cat) Food Nutri-
ent Profiles. Guarantees for substances not listed in 
the AAFCO Dog (or Cat) Food Nutrient Profiles, or not 
otherwise provided for in these Regulations, shall im-
mediately follow the listing of the recognized nutrients 
and shall be accompanied by an asterisk referring to 
the disclaimer "not recognized as an essential nutrient 
by the AAFCO Dog (or Cat) Food Nutrient Profiles". 
The disclaimer shall appear immediately after the last 
such guarantee in the same size type as the guaran-
tees. 

 

 WAC 16-252-061 
(7) If a pet food is not represented as a supplement for 

any mineral or vitamin, but the label does list guaran-
tees for any mineral or vitamin, these are "voluntary" 
guarantees.  These voluntary guarantees must meet 
the order and unit requirements for those pet foods that 
are represented as a mineral or vitamin supplement. 

• Substantially the same as AAFCO 

Regulation PF4 
(d) Fat Terms  

(1) "Lean"  
A. A dog food product which bears on its label the 

terms "lean", "low fat", or words of similar des-
ignation shall: 
i. Contain no more than 9% crude fat for prod-

ucts containing less than 20% moisture, no 
more than 7% crude fat for products con-
taining 20% or more but less than 65% 
moisture, and no more than 4% crude fat 
for products containing 65% or more mois-
ture; 

ii. Include on the product label in the Guaran-
teed Analysis: 
aa. A maximum crude fat guarantee im-

mediately following the minimum crude 
fat guarantee in addition to the manda-
tory guaranteed analysis information as 
specified in Regulation PF4(a)(1); and 

 

 WAC 16-252-061 
(8)(a) A dog food label, which contains the terms "lean," 
"low fat," or words of similar meaning, must: 
 (i) List the maximum crude fat percentage imme-
diately following the minimum crude fat percentage in the 
guaranteed analysis; and 

 (ii) Contain no more crude fat than allowed 
at the different moisture levels stated in the table 
below. 

• Substantially the same as AAFCO 

Regulation PF4(d)(1)ii. 
bb. A maximum crude fat guarantee which 

is no more than 9% crude fat for prod-
ucts containing less than 20% mois-
ture, no more than 7% crude fat for 
products containing 20% or more but 
less than 65% moisture, and no more 
than 4% crude fat for products contain-
ing 65% or more moisture. 

 

 Maximum Allowed Percentage of Crude Fat at 
Different Moisture Ranges in 

Dog Food 
Maximum Allowed Percent-

age of Crude Fat 
Moisture Range 

9% Less than 20% 
7% 20% or more but 

less than 65% 
4% 65% or more  
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Regulation PF4(d)(1) 

B. A cat food product which bears on its label the 
terms "lean", "low fat", or words of similar des-
ignation shall: 
i. Contain a maximum percentage of crude fat 

which is no more than 10% crude fat for 
products containing less than 20% mois-
ture, no more than 8% crude fat for prod-
ucts containing 20% or more but less than 
65% moisture, and no more than 5% crude 
fat for products containing 65% or more 
moisture; and 

ii. Include on the product label in the Guaran-
teed Analysis: 
aa. A maximum crude fat guarantee im-

mediately following the minimum crude 
fat guarantee in addition to the manda-
tory guaranteed analysis information as 
specified in Regulation PF4(a)(1); and 

 

 WAC 16-252-061(8) 
(b) A cat food label, which contains the terms "lean," "low 
fat," or words of similar meaning, must: 
 (i) List the maximum crude fat percentage imme-
diately following the minimum crude fat percentage in the 
guaranteed analysis; and 
 (ii) Contain no more crude fat than allowed at the dif-
ferent moisture levels stated in the table below. 

• Substantially the same as AAFCO 

Regulation PF4(d)(1)B.ii. 
bb. A maximum crude fat guarantee which 

is no more than 10% crude fat for 
products containing less than 20% 
moisture, no more than 8% crude fat 
for products containing 20% or more 
but less than 65% moisture, and no 
more than 5% crude fat for products 
containing 65% or more moisture. 

 

 Maximum Allowed Percentage of Crude Fat at 
Different Moisture Ranges in  

Cat Food 
Maximum Allowed Percent-

age of Crude Fat 
Moisture Range 

10% Less than 20% 
8% 20% or more but 

less than 65% 
5% 65% or more  
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Regulation PF4(d) 

(2) "Less" or "Reduced Fat" 
A.  A dog or cat food product which bears on its 

label a claim of "less fat", "reduced fat", or 
words of similar designation, shall include on 
the label: 
i. The name of the product of comparison and 

the percentage of fat reduction (expressed 
on an equal weight basis) explicitly stated 
and juxtaposed with the largest or most 
prominent use of the claim on each panel of 
the label on where the term appears; and 

ii. The comparative statement printed in type 
of the same color and style and at least 
one-half the type size used in the claim; 
and 

iii. A maximum crude fat guarantee in the 
Guaranteed Analysis immediately following 
the minimum crude fat guarantee in addi-
tion to the mandatory guaranteed analysis 
information as specified in Regulation 
PF4(a)(1). 

B.  A comparison on the label between products in 
different categories of moisture content (i.e., 
less than 20%, 20% or more but less than 
65%, 65% or more) is misleading.  

 
 

 WAC 16-252-061(8) 
(c) A pet food, which contains a claim of "less fat," "re-
duced fat," or words of similar meaning must: 
 (i) List the maximum crude fat percentage imme-
diately following the minimum crude fat percentage in the 
guaranteed analysis; 
 (ii) Be compared to another product in the same 
moisture range (for example, "less than twenty percent," 
"twenty percent or more but less than sixty-five percent," 
"sixty-five percent or more"); and 

 (iii) Name the product of comparison and 
explicitly state the percentage of fat reduction ex-
pressed on an equal weight basis. 

• Substantially the same as AAFCO 

    
  WAC 16-252-062 Guarantees for specialty pet food. 

 
Created separate guarantee section for specialty pets for 
calarity. 

 WAC 16-200-755 (1) 
(d) The guaranteed analysis of the feed required under 
the provisions of RCW 15.53.9016 (1)(b). This shall in-
clude the following items, unless exempted in subsection 
(2) of this section, in the order listed: 

WAC 16-252-062 
(1) All specialty pet food, except for grain mixture spe-
cialty pet food, must be guaranteed as stated in subsec-
tions (2) through (4) of this section.  The guarantees must 
appear on the label in the order in which they are listed 
below unless exempted under WAC 16-252-051. 
 Note: Guarantee requirements for grain mixture spe-
cialty pet food are stated in WAC 16-252-065. 

• Departmental interpretation of AAFCO intent and 
meaning 
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• 
• 

Regulation PF4 
(a)The "Guaranteed Analysis" shall be listed in the follow-

ing order and format unless otherwise specified in 
these Regulations: 
(1)A pet food or specialty pet food label shall list the 

following required guarantees; 
A. Minimum percentage of crude protein; 
B. Minimum percentage of crude fat; 
C. Maximum percentage of crude fat, if required 

by Regulation PF10; 
D. Maximum percentage of crude fiber; 

 
WAC 16-200-755 (1)(d)     

 (i) Minimum percentage of crude protein; 
 (ii) Maximum or minimum percentage of equivalent 

protein from nonprotein nitrogen as required in 
WAC 16-200-770(8); 

(iii) Minimum percentage of crude fat; 
(iv) Maximum percentage of crude fiber; 
 

 

WAC 16-252-062 
(2) Guaranteed analysis for all specialty pet food, except 
for grain mixture specialty pet food, must include the fol-
lowing nutrients on the label in the order listed: 
 (a) Minimum percentage of crude protein; 
 (b) Minimum percentage of crude fat; 

 (c) Maximum percentage of crude fiber; 

Substantially the same as AAFCO 
AAFCO Regulation PF10 only pertains to pet 

food and not specialty pet food 

Regulation PF4(a)(1) 
E. Maximum percentage of moisture; and 

 

WAC 16-200-755 (1)(d)     
(v) Moisture guarantees shall be shown as a part of 

the guaranteed analysis on the labels of all 
canned pet foods and specialty pet foods. When 
water is added in the preparation of canned foods 
for animals, water must be listed as an ingredient 

WAC 16-252-062(2) 
(d) Maximum percentage of moisture; 

 

• Substantially the same as current WAC  
• The remainder of the current WAC was moved to 

section on Feed Ingredient Statement (WAC 16-
252-090 (2)(C). 

• Identical to AAFCO 

Regulation PF4(a)(1) 
Additional guarantees shall follow moisture. 
Regulation PF4(a) 

(4) A specialty pet food label shall list other required 
or voluntary guarantees as required by Model 
Regulation 3(a) (4)X. 

 
Regulation 3.(a)(4)X.b. 

(5) Minerals in formula feeds, to include in the 
following order: 
(a) Minimum and maximum percentages of 

Calcium 
(b) Minimum percentage of Phosphorus 
(c) Minimum and maximum percentage of 

Salt (if added) 
(d) Minimum and maximum percentage of to-

tal Sodium shall be guaranteed only when 
total Sodium exceeds that furnished by the 
maximum salt guarantee 

(e) Other Minerals 

 WAC 16-252-062(2) 
(e) Maximum percentage of ash if listed; 
(f) Minimum and maximum percentages of calcium; 
(g) Minimum percentage of phosphorus; 
(h) Minimum and maximum percentage of salt (if 

added); 
(i) Minimum and maximum percentage of total so-

dium must be guaranteed only when total sodium ex-
ceeds that furnished by the maximum salt guarantee; 

(j) Other minerals. 

• Substantially the same as AAFCO 

Regulation 3.(a)(4)X. 
(6) Minerals in feed ingredients - as specified by the of-

ficial definitions of the Association of American 
Feed Control Officials 

 WAC 16-252-062 
(3) Minerals must be identified and listed consistent with 

requirements in WAC 16-252-072. 

• Substantially the same as AAFCO 

(7) Vitamins in such terms as specified in Regulation 
4(c) 

 

 WAC 16-252-062 
(4) Vitamins must be identified and listed consistent with 

requirements in WAC 16-252-073. 

• Substantially the same as AAFCO 
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Regulation PF4 

(f) The maximum moisture declared on a pet food or 
specialty pet food label shall not exceed 78.00% or the 
natural moisture content of the ingredients, whichever 
is higher.  However, pet food and specialty pet food 
such as, but not limited to, those consisting principally 
of stew, gravy, sauce, broth, aspic, juice, or a milk re-
placer, and which are so labeled, may contain moisture 
in excess of 78.00% 

 WAC 16-252-062 
(5) The maximum moisture allowed is seventy-eight per-

cent or the natural moisture content of the ingredients, 
whichever is higher.  However, the moisture in prod-
ucts labeled as, and consisting principally of, items like 
stew, gravy, sauce, broth, aspic, juice, or a milk re-
placer may exceed these maximum moisture allow-
ances. 

• Substantially the same as AAFCO 

Regulation PF5 
(c) Brand or trade names shall not be used in the ingredi-
ent statement. 
Regulation 3(a)(1) 

II.  Commercial, registered brand or trade names are 
not permitted in guarantees or ingredient listings 
and only in the product name of feeds produced by 
or for the firm holding the rights to such a name. 

 

 WAC 16-252-062 
(6) The use of commercial, copyrighted brand, or trade 
names in the guarantee statement is prohibited. 

• Substantially the same as AAFCO 

    
  WAC 16-250-065 Guarantees for grain mixture spe-

cialty pet food, with or without molasses. 
 

Placed in separate section to clarify meaning of AAFCO 

Regulation 3.(a)(4) 
X. The required guarantees of grain mixtures with or 

without molasses and feeds other than those de-
scribed in regulation 3(a)(4) (I thru IX) shall include 
the following items, unless exempted in section XI, 
in the order listed: 
a. Animal class(es) and species for which the 

product is intended. 
b. Guaranteed analysis 

(1) Minimum percentage Crude Protein 
(2) Maximum or minimum percentage of equiva-

lent Crude Protein from Non-Protein Nitrogen 
as required in Regulation 4(e) 

(3) Minimum percentage of Crude Fat 
(4) Maximum percentage of Crude Fiber 

 

 WAC 16-250-065 
(1) Guaranteed analysis for all grain mixture specialty pet 
food must include the following nutrients on the label in 
the order listed: 
 (a) Minimum percentage of crude protein; 
 (b) Minimum percentage of crude fat; and 

 (c) Maximum percentage of crude fiber. 

• Substantially the same as AAFCO 

Regulation PF5 
(c) Brand or trade names shall not be used in the in-

gredient statement. 
Regulation 3(a)(1) 

II.  Commercial, registered brand or trade names are 
not permitted in guarantees or ingredient listings 
and only in the product name of feeds produced by 
or for the firm holding the rights to such a name. 

 

 WAC 16-250-065 
(2) The use of commercial, copyrighted brand, or trade 
names in the guarantee statement is prohibited. 

• Substantially the same as AAFCO 
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  WAC 16-252-069 Expression of guarantees – Ex-

pressed as is.  
 

  WAC 16-252-069 
All guarantees must be expressed on an "as is" basis 
rather than on a "one hundred percent moisture free" ba-
sis. 

• Added to make sure everyone follows industry 
standard. 

  WAC 16-252-070 Expression of guarantees-Sliding-
scale method prohibited. 

Created separate, shorter sections for different ex-
pression of guarantees rather than combining in one 
large section like in the current rule (WAC 16-200-
770). 

Regulation PF4 
(b) The sliding scale method of expressing a guaranteed 

analysis on a pet food or specialty pet food label (for 
example, "Minimum crude protein 15-18%") is prohib-
ited. 

 

WAC 16-200-770 
(2) The sliding-scale method of expressing guarantees 
(for example, protein fifteen to eighteen percent) is pro-
hibited, except as specifically provided by the law or by 
rule. 

WAC 16-252-070 
The sliding-scale method of expressing guarantees (for 
example, "protein fifteen to eighteen percent") is prohib-
ited. 

• Substantially the same as AAFCO and current 
WAC 

• Rewritten for clarity 
 

    
Regulation 4. Expression of Guarantees WAC 16-200-770 Expression of guarantees. WAC 16-254-071 Expression of guarantees - Protein, 

amino acids, fat, and fiber in specialty pet food. 
• Created separate, shorter sections for different 

expression of guarantees rather than combining 
in one large section like in the current rule (WAC 
16-200-770). 

Regulation 4 
(a) The guarantees for crude protein, equivalent crude 
protein from non-protein nitrogen, lysine, methionine, 
other amino acids, crude fat, crude fiber and acid de-
tergent fiber shall be in terms of percentage. 

WAC 16-200-770 
(1) The guarantees for crude protein, equivalent protein 
from nonprotein nitrogen, crude fat, crude fiber and min-
eral guarantees (when required) will be in terms of per-
centage. 

WAC 16-254-071 
Specialty pet food guarantees for crude protein, crude 
protein from nonprotein nitrogen, lysine, methionine, 
other amino acids, crude fat, crude fiber, and acid deter-
gent fiber must be expressed in percentages. 

• Identical to AAFCO and current WAC 

    
WAC 16-254-072 Expression of guarantees - Minerals in 
specialty pet food. 

 

Regulation 4(b) 
(1) When the calcium, salt, and sodium guarantees 
are given in the guaranteed analysis such shall be 
stated and conform to the following: 

I. When the minimum is below 2.5%, the maxi-
mum shall not exceed the minimum by more 
than 0.5 percentage point. 

II. When the minimum is 2.5% but less than 
5.0%, the maximum shall not exceed the 
minimum by more than one percentage 
point. 

III.When the minimum is above 5.0% or greater 
the maximum shall not exceed the minimum 
by more than 20% of the minimum and in no 
case shall the maximum exceed the mini-
mum by more than five percentage points. 

WAC 16-220-770(3) 
(a) When the calcium and salt guarantees are given in 
the guaranteed analysis, they shall be stated and con-
form to the following: 
(i) When the minimum is below 2.5%, the maximum shall 
not exceed the minimum by more than 0.5 percentage 
point. 
(ii) When the minimum is 2.5% but less than 5.0%, the 
maximum shall not exceed the minimum by more than 
one percentage point. 
(iii) When the minimum is above 5.0% or greater the 
maximum shall not exceed the minimum by more than 
20% of the minimum and in no case shall the maximum 
exceed the minimum by more than five percentage 
points. 

WAC 16-254-072 
(1) Mineral guarantees in specialty pet food: 
 (a) When the calcium, salt, and sodium guaran-
tees are given in the guaranteed analysis, they must be 
stated and conform to the following: 
 (i) When the minimum is below two and one-half 
percent, the maximum must not exceed the minimum by 
more than one-half percentage point. 
 (ii) When the minimum is two and one-half percent 
but less than five percent, the maximum must not exceed 
the minimum by more than one percentage point. 

 (iii) When the minimum is five percent or 
greater, the maximum must not exceed the 
minimum by more than twenty percent of the 
minimum and in no case may the maximum ex-
ceed the minimum by more than five percent-
age points. 

• Substantially the same as AAFCO and current 
WAC 
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Regulation 4(b) 

(2) When stated, guarantees for minimum and 
maximum total sodium, and salt: minimum po-
tassium, magnesium, sulfur, phosphorus and 
maximum fluorine shall be in terms of percent-
age. Other minimum mineral guarantees shall 
be stated in parts per million (ppm) when the 
concentration is less than 10,000 ppm and in 
percentage when the concentration is 10,000 
ppm (1%) or greater. 

WAC 16-220-770(3) 
(b) When required, guarantees for minimum potassium, 
magnesium, sulfur and maximum fluoride shall be stated 
in parts per million (ppm) when the concentration is less 
than 10,000 ppm and in percentage when the concentra-
tion is 10,000 ppm (1%) or greater. 

WAC 16-254-072(1) 
(b) When stated, certain mineral guarantees must be expressed as follows: 
 

Sodium, Salt, Potassium, Magnesium, Sulfur, Phosphorus, Fluorine, Other 
Mineral Guarantee: Expressed as: 
Minimum and maximum total sodium Percentage (%) 
Minimum and maximum salt Percentage (%) 
Minimum potassium Percentage (%) 
Minimum magnesium Percentage (%) 
Minimum sulfur Percentage (%) 
Minimum phosphorus Percentage (%) 
Maximum fluorine Percentage (%) 
Other minimum mineral guarantees Parts per million (ppm) when the con-

centration is less than 10,000 ppm 
Other minimum mineral guarantees Percentage when the concentration is 

10,000 ppm (1%) or greater  
 WAC 16-200-770 

(6) Pursuant to RCW 15.53.9016 (1)(b) of the law, all 
commercial feeds except poultry laying rations, contain-
ing five percent or more mineral ingredients, shall in-
clude in the guaranteed analysis the minimum percent-
ages of phosphorus (P) and iodine (I), if added. Miner-
als, except salt (NaCl), when quantitatively guaranteed, 
shall be stated in terms of percentage of the element. 
Should the registrant choose to guarantee minerals of 
commercial feeds with less than five percent of mineral 
ingredients, these guarantees shall be stated as above 

WAC 16-254-072(1) 
(c) Minerals, except salt, when quantitatively guaran-

teed, must be stated in terms of percentage of the 
element. 

• Substantially the same as current WAC 
• Incorporated WAC 16-200-770(6) into appropri-

ated proposed rule subsections. 
• Rewritten for clarity 

Regulation 4(b) 
(3) Products labeled with a quantity statement (e.g., 

tablets, capsules, granules, or liquid) may state 
mineral guarantees in milligrams (mg) per unit 
(e.g., tablets, capsules, granules, or liquids) con-
sistent with the quantity statement and directions 
for use. 

 WAC 16-254-072(1) 
(d) Products labeled with a quantity statement (for ex-

ample, tablets, capsules, granules, or liquid) may 
state mineral guarantees in milligrams (mg) per 
unit (for example, milligrams per tablet or milli-
grams per capsule) consistent with the quantity 
statement and the directions for use.  

 

Identical to AAFCO 

Regulation 4(b) 
(f) Mineral phosphatic materials for feeding purposes 
shall be labeled with the guarantee for minimum and 
maximum percentage of calcium (when present), the 
minimum percentage of phosphorus, and the maxi-
mum percentage of fluorine. 

 

 WAC 16-254-072 
(2) All mineral phosphatic materials used for specialty pet 

food must be labeled with the guarantee for: 
(a) Minimum and maximum percentage of Calcium 
(when present); 
(b) Minimum percentage of Phosphorus; and 
(c) Maximum percentage of Fluorine. 

Identical to AAFCO 
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Regulation 3(a)X. 

(6) Minerals in feed ingredients - as specified by the of-
ficial definitions of the Association of American 
Feed Control Officials. 

 

 WAC 16-254-072 
(3) Specialty pet food that is a single mineral product 

that is defined in the "mineral products" section of 
the Association of American Feed Control Officials 
official publication must guarantee the minerals in-
cluded in the mineral products definition.  For ex-
ample, bone charcoal must guarantee calcium and 
phosphorous; calcium iodate must guarantee cal-
cium and iodine. 

 

• 
• 

Substantially the same as AAFCO 
Added example for clarity 

Regulation 4(c) 
(2) Mineral guarantees required by Regulation PF4 

(c)(1) and (2) may be expressed in milligrams 
(mg) per unit (e.g., tablets, capsules, granules, or 
liquids) consistent with those employed in the 
quantity statement and directions for use; and 

(3) A weight equivalent (e.g., 1 fl. oz. = 28 grams) for 
liquid products. 

 

 WAC 16-254-072 
(4) All liquid mineral guarantees for specialty pet foods 

must have a weight equivalent on the label follow-
ing the guarantees for the minerals.  For example, 
1 fl. oz .= 28 grams. 

Identical to AAFCO 

  WAC 16-254-073 Expression of guarantees - Minimum 
vitamin content in specialty pet food. 
 

 

Regulation 4 
(d) The label of a pet food or a specialty pet food which is 

formulated as and represented to be a vitamin sup-
plement shall include: 
(1) Minimum guarantees for all vitamins from sources 

declared in the ingredient statement and estab-
lished by an AAFCO-recognized nutrient profile, 
expressed in units specified in the nutrient profile; 
or 

(2) Minimum guarantees for all vitamins from sources 
declared in the ingredient statement expressed in 
units specified in Model Regulation 4(c) when no 
species-specific nutrient profile has been recog-
nized by AAFCO; and provided that  

(3) Vitamin guarantees required by Regulation 
PF4(d)(1) and (2), may be expressed in approved 
units (e.g., IU, mg, g) per unit (e.g., tablets, cap-
sules, granules, or liquids) consistent with those 
employed in the quantity statement and directions 
for use; and 

 

 WAC 16-254-073 
(1) Guarantees of minimum vitamin content for specialty 
pet food must be listed in the order shown in the following 
table.  The guarantees must be stated in: 
 (a) Milligrams per pound; or 
 (b) Per unit consistent with the units on the quan-
tity statement; or 

 (c) For the vitamins listed in the following table, 
the units must be consistent with those in the ta-
ble: 

Substantially the same as AAFCO 
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Regulation 4(d) 

(2) Minimum guarantees for all vitamins from sources 
declared in the ingredient statement expressed in 
units specified in Model Regulation 4(c) when no 
species-specific nutrient profile has been recog-
nized by AAFCO; and provided that  

 

 Vitamins 
Type of Vitamin and Listing Order Stated in: 

Vitamin A, other than precursors of Vita-
min A 

International Units per pound (IU/lb) 

Vitamin D, for other uses International Units per pound (IU/lb) 
Vitamin E International Units per pound (IU/lb) 
Concentrated oils and feed additive pre-
mixes containing vitamins A, D, and/or E 

May, at the option of the distributor, be 
stated in units per gram (g) instead of 
units per pound (lb) 

Vitamin B-12 Milligrams (mg) or micrograms (µ) per 
pound (lb) 

Menadione, riboflavin, d-pantothenic 
acid, thiamine, niacin, vitamin B-6, folic 
acid, choline, biotin, inositol, p-amino 
benzoic acid, ascorbic acid, and carotene

Milligrams per pound (mg/lb) 

 
Regulation 4(d) 

(4) A weight equivalent (e.g., 1 fl. oz. = 28 grams) for 
liquid products. 

 

 WAC 16-254-073 
(2) All liquid vitamin specialty pet foods must have a 

weight equivalent on the label following the guaran-
tees for the vitamins (for example, 1 fl. oz .= 28 
grams). 

Substantially the same as AAFCO 

  WAC 16-252-074 Expression of guarantees-Drugs. Created separate, shorter sections for different ex-
pression of guarantees rather than combining in one 
large section like in the current rule (WAC 16-200-
770). 

Regulation 4 
• Guarantees for drugs shall be stated in 

terms of percent by weight, except: 

WAC 16-200-770 
(5) Guarantees for drugs shall be stated in terms of per-
cent by weight, except:  

WAC 16-252-074 
Guarantees for drugs in pet food and specialty pet food 
must be stated in terms of percent by weight except for 
the following: 

• Substantially the same as AAFCO and current 
WAC 

• Used table format for clarity 

(2) Antibiotics, present at less than 2,000 grams 
per ton (total) of commercial feed shall be 
stated in grams per ton of commercial feed. 

WAC 16-200-770(5) 
(a) Antibiotics, present at less than 2,000 grams per ton 
(total) of commercial feed shall be stated in grams per 
ton of commercial feed. 

(3) Antibiotics present at 2,000 or more grams per 
ton (total) of commercial feed, shall be stated in 
grams per pound of commercial feed. 

WAC 16-200-770(5) 
(b) Antibiotics, present at 2,000 or more grams per ton 
(total) of commercial feed, shall be stated in grams per 
pound of commercial feed. 

(4) Labels for commercial feeds containing growth 
promotion and/or feed efficiency levels of anti-
biotics, which are to be fed continuously as the 
sole ration, are not required to make quantita-
tive guarantees except as specifically noted in 
the Federal Food Additive Regulations for cer-
tain antibiotics, wherein, quantitative guaran-
tees are required regardless of the level or pur-
pose of the antibiotic. 

WAC 16-200-770(5) 
(c) Labels for commercial feeds containing growth pro-
motion and/or feed efficiency labels of antibiotics, which 
are to be fed continuously as the sole ration, are not re-
quired to make quantitative guarantees except as spe-
cifically noted in the Federal Food Additive Regulations 
for certain antibiotics, wherein, quantitative guarantees 
are required regardless of the level or purpose of the 
antibiotic. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Note:The term "milligrams per pound" (mg/lb) may be used for drugs or antibiotics in those cases where a dosage is 
given in "milligrams" in the feeding directions. 

 

Drugs 
Antibiotics, present at less than 2,000 
grams per ton (total) of commercial 
feed 

Grams per ton of commercial feed 
(g/ton) 

Antibiotics, present at 2,000 or more 
grams per ton (total) of commercial 
feed 

Grams per pound of commercial feed 
(g/lb) 
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(5) The term “milligrams per pound” may be used 

for drugs or antibiotics in those cases where a 
dosage is given in “milligrams” in the feeding 
directions. 

WAC 16-200-770(5) 
(d) The term “milligrams per pound” may be used for 
drugs or antibiotics in those cases where a dosage is 
given in “milligrams” in the feeding directions. 

    
  WAC 16-252-075 Expression of guarantees and spe-

cial requirements - Pet food and specialty pet food 
containing any added non-protein nitrogen. 
 

Created separate, shorter sections for different ex-
pression of guarantees rather than combining in one 
large section like in the current rule (WAC 16-200-
770). 

a. Complete feeds, supplements and 
concentrates containing crude protein 
from all forms of non-protein nitrogen, 
added as such, shall be labeled as fol-
lows: 

WAC 16-200-770(8)(b) 
(i) Complete feeds, supplements and concentrates con-
taining crude protein from all forms of nonprotein nitro-
gen, added as such, shall be labeled as follows: 

WAC 16-252-075 
(1) Pet food or specialty pet food and pet food or spe-

cialty pet food supplements and concentrates contain-
ing crude protein from any form of added nonprotein 
nitrogen must be labeled as follows: 

Identical to AAFCO and current WAC 

Crude protein, minimum ______ % Crude protein, minimum, ...........%  Crude protein, minimum . . . . .% Identical to AAFCO and current WAC 
(This includes not more than ______ % equivalent crude 
protein which is not nutritionally available to (species of 
animal for which feed is intended). 

(This includes not more than ..........% equivalent crude 
protein which is not nutritionally available to species of 
animals.) 

 This includes not more than . . . . . % equivalent 
crude protein, which is not nutritionally available to (spe-
cies of animal for which feed is intended.) 

Identical to AAFCO and current WAC 

b. Premixes, concentrates or supple-
ments intended for non-ruminants con-
taining more than 1.25% equivalent 
crude protein from all forms of non-
protein nitrogen, added as such, must 
contain adequate directions for use 
and a prominent statement: 

WAC 16-200-770(8)(b) 
(ii) Premixes, concentrates or supplements intended for 
nonruminants containing more than 1.25% equivalent 
crude protein from all forms of nonprotein nitrogen, 
added as such, must contain adequate directions for use 
and prominent statement: 

WAC 16-252-075 
(2) Pet food or specialty pet food, premixes, concentrates 

or supplements containing more than one and one-
quarter percent crude protein from any form of added 
nonprotein nitrogen must contain adequate directions 
for use and a prominent statement on the principal 
display panel, such as the following: 

Substantially the same as AAFCO and current WAC 
Deleted the word “equivalent” from in front of “crude 
protein” as it is redundant since crude protein is de-
fined as nitrogen content times 6.5 or 5.7. 

WARNING: This feed must be used only in accordance 
with directions furnished on the label. 

WARNING: This feed must be used only in accordance 
with directions furnished on the label. 

WARNING:  This food must be used only in accordance 
with directions furnished on the label. 

Identical to AAFCO and current WAC 

Regulation 8 
(b) Non-protein nitrogen defined in the Official Publica-

tion of the Association of American Feed Control Of-
ficials, when so indicated, are acceptable ingredi-
ents in commercial feeds distributed to non-ruminant 
animals as a source of nutrients other than equiva-
lent crude protein. The maximum equivalent crude 
protein from non-protein nitrogen sources when 
used in non-ruminant rations shall not exceed 
1.25% of the total daily ration. 

WAC 16-200-830 
(4) Nonprotein nitrogen defined in the 1998 Official Pub-
lication of the Association of American Feed Control Of-
ficials, when so indicated, are acceptable ingredients in 
commercial feeds distributed to nonruminant animals as 
a source of nutrients other than equivalent crude protein. 
The maximum equivalent crude protein from nonprotein 
nitrogen sources when used in nonruminant rations shall 
not exceed 1.25% of the total daily ration. 

WAC 16-252-075 
(3) In pet food and specialty pet food, nonprotein nitrogen 

sources defined in the Association of American Feed 
Control Officials official publication are acceptable 
sources of nutrients other than crude protein, as long 
as the maximum crude protein from all nonprotein ni-
trogen sources does not exceed one and one-quarter 
percent of the pet's or specialty pet's total daily ration. 

Substantially the same as AAFCO 

    
  WAC 16-252-076 Expression of guarantees - Microor-

ganisms and enzymes. 
Created separate, shorter sections for different ex-
pression of guarantees rather than combining in one 
large section like in the current rule (WAC 16-200-
770). 
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Regulation PF4. 
(h) Guarantees for microorganisms and enzymes shall be 

stated in the format as stipulated in Model Regula-
tions 4(g) and (h). 

 
Regulation 4 

(g) Guarantees for microorganisms shall be stated in 
colony forming units per gram (CFU/g) when di-
rections are for using the product in grams, or in 
colony forming units per pound (CFU/lb) when di-
rections are for using the product in pounds. A 
parenthetical statement following the guarantee 
shall list each species in order of predominance. 

WAC 16-200-770 
(10) Guarantees for microorganisms shall be stated in 
colony forming units per gram (CFU/g) when directions 
are for using the product in grams, or in colony forming 
units per pound (CFU/lb) when directions are for using 
the product in pounds. A parenthetical statement follow-
ing the guarantee shall list each species in order of pre-
dominance. 

WAC 16-252-076 
(1)(a) Guarantees for microorganisms must be stated in 
colony forming units (CFU) per unit weight or volume, 
consistent with label directions. 

 (b) A parenthetical statement following the guar-
antee must list each species in order of predomi-
nance. 

 
 

• Identical to AAFCO and current WAC 
• Reformatted for clarity 

Regulation PF4. 
(h) Guarantees for microorganisms and enzymes shall be 

stated in the format as stipulated in Model Regula-
tions 4(g) and (h). 

 
Regulation 4 

(h)  Guarantees for enzymes shall be stated in units of 
enzymatic activity per unit weight or volume, con-
sistent with label directions. The source organism 
for each type of enzymatic activity shall be speci-
fied, such as:  Protease (Bacillus subtilis) 5.5 mg 
amino acids liberated/min./milligram. If two or 
more sources have the same type of activity, they 
shall be listed in order of predominance based on 
the amount of enzymatic activity provided. 

 WAC 16-252-076 
(2)(a) Guarantees for enzymes must be stated in units of 
enzymatic activity per unit weight or volume, consistent 
with label directions. 
 (b) The source organism for each type of enzy-
matic activity must be specified, for example:  Protease 
(Bacillus subtilis) 5.5 mg amino acids liber-
ated/minute/milligram. 
 (c) If two or more sources have the same type of 
activity, they must be listed in order of predominance 
based on the amount of enzymatic activity provided. 

• Identical to  AAFCO but reformatted for clarity. 

    
Regulation 5. Substantiation of Nutritional Suitability  WAC 16-252-080 Substantiating nutritional suitability.  

Regulation 5 
(a) A commercial feed, other than a customer-formula 

feed, shall be nutritionally suitable for its intended 
purpose as represented by its labeling.  

 WAC 16-252-080 
(1) All pet food and specialty pet food must be nutrition-
ally suitable for the purpose represented by their labeling. 

• Substantially the same as AAFCO  

Regulation 5 
(b) If the _____ has reasonable cause to believe a 

commercial feed is not nutritionally suitable, the 
_____ may request the feed manufacturer to ei-
ther submit an “Affidavit of Suitability” or an alter-
native procedure acceptable to the _____, certify-
ing the nutritional adequacy of the feed. The Affi-
davit of Suitability or alternate procedure of suit-
ability shall serve as substantiation of the suitabil-
ity of the feed. 

 WAC 16-252-080 
(2) If the department has reasonable cause to believe a 

pet food or specialty pet food is not nutritionally suit-
able, the department may require that the manufac-
turer either submit an "affidavit of suitability" or a de-
partment approved alternative procedure, certifying 
that the food is nutritionally adequate for its intended 
purpose.  The affidavit of suitability or alternate pro-
cedure substantiates the food's suitability but does 
not preclude the department from requiring additional 
evidence of nutritional suitability. 

 

• Substantially the same as AAFCO 
• Added clause to allow department to require 

additional evidence of nutritional suitability be-
yond the affidavit, since there are no qualifica-
tions required for the person signing the affi-
davit 
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Regulation 5 
(c) If an Affidavit of Suitability, or alternative proce-

dure acceptable to the _____ is not submitted by 
the feed manufacturer within 30 days of written 
notification the _____ may deem the feed adulter-
ated under section 7(c) of the Model Bill and order 
the feed removed from the marketplace. 

 WAC 16-252-080 
(3) If an affidavit of suitability, or department approved 
alternative procedure, is not submitted by the pet food or 
specialty pet food manufacturer within thirty days of writ-
ten notification, the department may declare that the pet 
food or specialty pet food composition or quality is less 
than or differs from what is represented by its labeling 
(see RCW 15.53.902(8)) and order the pet food or spe-
cialty pet food removed from the marketplace. 

Substantially the same as AAFCO 

Regulation 5 
(d) The Affidavit of Suitability shall contain the follow-

ing information: 

 WAC 16-252-080 
(4) An affidavit of suitability must contain the following 
information: 

Substantially the same as AAFCO  

a. The feed company’s name;  WAC 16-252-080(4) 
(a) The pet food or specialty pet food registrant's name; 

Substantially the same as AAFCO 

(1) The feed’s product name;  WAC 16-252-080(4) 
(b) The product name; 

Substantially the same as AAFCO 

b. The name and title of the affiant submitting 
the document; 

 WAC 16-252-080(4) 
(c) The name and title of the affiant submitting the docu-
ment; 

Substantially the same as AAFCO 

c. A statement that the affiant has knowledge 
of the nutritional content of the feed and 
based on valid scientific evidence the feed 
is nutritionally adequate for its intended 
purpose; 

 WAC 16-252-080(4) 
(d) A statement from the affiant that they know the nutri-
tional content of the pet food or specialty pet food and 
that the pet food or specialty pet food, based on valid sci-
entific evidence, is nutritionally adequate for its intended 
purpose; 

Substantially the same as AAFCO 

d. The date of submission; and  WAC 16-252-080(4) 
(e) The date the Affidavit of Suitability is submitted to the 
department; and 

Substantially the same as AAFCO 

(2) The signature of the affiant notarized by a certi-
fied Notary Public. 

 WAC 16-252-080(4) 
(f) The signature of the affiant notarized by a certified No-
tary Public. 

Substantially the same as AAFCO 
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Regulation PF7 
(g) The following AAFCO-recognized nutritional au-

thority, nutrient profile, and/or animal feeding pro-
tocol shall be acceptable as the basis for a claim 
of nutritional adequacy: 
(1) As an AAFCO-recognized nutrient profile or nutri-

tional authority: 
A. For dogs, the AAFCO Dog Food Nutrient Pro-

files; 
B. For cats, the AAFCO Cat Food Nutrient Pro-

files; 
C. For specialty pets, the nutrient recommenda-

tions approved by the Committee on Animal 
Nutrition of the National Research Council of 
the National Academy of Sciences, provided 
that, this nutrient recommendation is recog-
nized only for the specific specialty pet for 
which the profile is intended. 

(2) As an AAFCO-recognized animal feeding proto-
col(s), the AAFCO Dog and Cat Food Feeding 
Protocols. 

 
 

 WAC 16-252-080 
(5) For dog food, a claim of nutritional adequacy must be 

based on one of the following: 
(a) The AAFCO dog food nutrient profiles; 
(b) One of the AAFCO dog food feeding protocols; or 
(c) Other scientific substantiation acceptable to the 

department. 
(6) For cat food, a claim of nutritional adequacy must be 

based on one of the following: 
 (a) The AAFCO cat food nutrient profiles; or 
 (b) One of the AAFCO cat food feeding protocols; 
 (c) Other scientific substantiation acceptable to the 

department. 
(7) A specialty pet food nutritional adequacy claim must 

be based on: 
 (a) The corresponding species nutrient requirements 

as published in the 1995 National Research Council 
Nutrient Requirements of Laboratory Animals, by the 
National Academy of Sciences; or 

 (b) Other scientific substantiation acceptable to the 
department. 

 Note:  The only species included in the 1995 Na-
tional Research Council Nutrient Require-
ments of Laboratory Animals are gerbils, 
guinea pigs, hamsters, mice, and rats.  All 
other specialty pet species will require 
other methods of scientific substantiation 
for claims of nutritional adequacy. 

   A copy of Nutrient Requirements of Labo-
ratory Animals is on file with the depart-
ment.  Copies may be purchased from Of-
fice of Publications, National Academy of 
Sciences, 2101 Constitution Avenue, N.W., 
Washington, D.C. 20418. 

 

• Provide information necessary for the purchaser 
to make good decisions in relation to the nutrition 
and health of companion animals 

• Substantially the same as AAFCO 
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  WAC 16-252-080 
(8) Example of affidavit: 

Sample affidavit that is appropriate to WSDA and 
Washington State.   

AFFIDAVIT 
Affidavit of Suitability 

________________________________       

________________________________ 

(Company Name)    (Product 
Name & Code Number) 
1.  Affiant is the ______________________ of 

______________________________ 

                                          (Title)                                        
(Name of Company) 
and is duly authorized to make and execute this Affidavit 
for and on behalf of said company. 
2.  Affiant has knowledge of the nutritional content of the 
above listed feed product and is familiar with the nutri-
tional requirements for the animal species and animal 
class(es) for which the feed product is intended. 
3.  Affiant has knowledge of valid scientific evidence that 
supports the suitability of the product for the intended 
animal species and animal class for which this feed is in-
tended.  A copy of the product label is attached to this 
affidavit. 
____________________________________ By 

____________________________ 

                 (Name of Company)                                             
(Name) 
____________________________________ 

                               (Title) 
Subscribed and sworn to before me 
this _____________ day of __________________, 
20______ 
______________________________ 

                  (Notary Public) 

 Affidavit of Suitability 
________________________________       

________________________________ 

(Company Name)    (Product 
Name & Code Number) 
1.  Affiant is the ______________________ of 

______________________________ 

                                    (Title)                                         
(Name of Company) 
and is duly authorized to make and execute this Affidavit 
for and on behalf of said company. 
2.  Affiant has knowledge of the nutritional content of the 
above listed feed product and is familiar with the nutri-
tional requirements for the animal species and animal 
classes for which the feed product is intended. 
3.  Affiant has knowledge of valid scientific evidence that 
supports the suitability of the product for the intended 
animal species and animal class(es) for which this feed is 
intended.  A copy of the product label is attached to this 
affidavit. 
____________________________________ By 

_______________________________________ 

        (Name of Company)                                                      
(Name and Title) 
Subscribed and sworn to before me 
this _____________ day of __________________, 
20______ 
______________________________ 

                  (Notary Public) 

Placed at the end of the section. 
Note:  See full-size proposed WAC to see actual format. 
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Regulation 6. Ingredients WAC 16-200-790 Ingredient statement. WAC 16-252-090 Ingredient Statement terms.  

Regulation 6 
(a) The name of each ingredient or collective term for 
the grouping of ingredients, when required to be listed, 
shall be the name as defined in the Official Definitions 
of Feed Ingredients as published in the Official Publica-
tion of the Association of American Feed Control Offi-
cials, the common or usual name, or one approved by 
the_____. 

 

WAC 16-200-790 
(1) As provided in WAC 16-200-755 (1)(e), the name of 
each ingredient or collective term for the grouping of in-
gredients, when required to be listed, shall be the name 
defined in the Official Definitions of Feed Ingredients as 
published in the 1998 Official Publication of the Associa-
tion of American Feed Control Officials, the common or 
usual name, or one approved by the department 

Regulation 3(a) 
(5) Feed ingredients, collective terms for the grouping 
of feed ingredients, or appropriate statements as pro-
vided under the provisions of Section 5(a)(4) of the Act. 

WAC 16-200-755(1) 
(e) Feed ingredients, collective terms for the grouping of 
feed ingredients, or appropriate statements as provided 
under the provisions of RCW 15.53.9016 (1)(c): 

WAC 16-252-090 
Pet food and specialty pet food ingredients listed on the 
label or on file at the plant producing the product must 
comply with the following: 

• Substantially the same as AAFCO and current 
WAC 

• Rewritten for clarity 
• Updated references 

 

Regulation 3(a)(5) 
I. The name of each ingredient as defined in the Offi-

cial Publication of the Association of American 
Feed Control Officials, common or usual name, or 
one approved by the ______ . 

WAC 16-200-755(1)(e) 
(i) The name of each ingredient as defined in the 1998 
Official Publication of the Association of American Feed 
Control Officials, common or usual name, or one ap-
proved by the department; 

WAC 16-252-090 
(1) The name of each ingredient must conform to one of 

the following: 
(a) Ingredients must have an official definition in the 

AAFCO official publication; 
(b) If there is no official definition for an ingredient in 

the AAFCO official publication, then an ingredient 
with an AAFCO tentative definition may be used; 

(c) The ingredient is defined in WAC 16-252-015; or 

• Substantially the same as AAFCO and current 
WAC 

• Rewritten for clarity 
• Updated reference 

Regulation 6 
(f) Tentative definitions for ingredients shall not be used 
until adopted as official, unless no official definition exists 
or the ingredient has a common accepted name that re-
quires no definition, (i.e. sugar). 

WAC 16-200-790 
(6) Tentative definitions for ingredients shall not be used 
until adopted as official, unless no official definition ex-
ists or the ingredient has a common accepted name that 
requires no definition, (i.e., sugar). 

WAC 16-252-090(1) 
(d) The ingredient has a commonly accepted name 

that requires no definition, for example, sugar. 
 

• Substantially the same as AAFCO and current 
WAC 

• Rewritten for clarity 
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Regulation PF5. Ingredients 
(a) Each ingredient of a pet food or specialty pet food 

shall be listed in the ingredient statement as follows: 
(1) The names of all ingredients in the ingredient 

statement shall be shown in letters or type of the 
same size; 

 

WAC 16-200-755(1)(e) 
(ii) Collective terms for the grouping of feed ingredients 
as defined in the Official Definitions of Feed Ingredients 
published in the 1998 Official Publication of the Associa-
tion of American Feed Control Officials in lieu of the indi-
vidual ingredients: Provided, That: 
WAC 16-200-755(1)(e)(ii) 
(A) When a collective term of a group of ingredients is 
used on the label, individual ingredients within that group 
shall not be listed on the label; 
WAC 16-200-755(1)(e)(ii) 

) (B) The manufacturer shall provide the feed control 
official, upon request, with a list of individual ingredients, 
within a defined group, that are or have been used at 
manufacturing facilities distributing in or into the state; 

WAC 16-252-090 
(2) Each ingredient of a pet food or specialty pet food 
must be listed separately.  Collective terms may not be 
used on pet food or specialty pet food labeling. 
 

• 
• 

Substantially the same as AAFCO 
Underlining added in AAFCO for emphasis 

Regulation PF5 
(a) Each ingredient of a pet food or specialty pet food 
shall be listed in the ingredient statement as follows: 

(1) The names of all ingredients in the ingredient 
statement shall be shown in letters or type of the 
same size; 
(2)The ingredients shall be listed in descending 
order by their predominance by weight in non-
quantitative terms; 

 

 WAC 16-252-090 
(3) Ingredients in the ingredient statement must not list 
specific ingredient weights or concentrations, but must be 
listed in descending order by weight. 

• 
• 

Substantially the same as AAFCO 
Underlining added in AAFCO for emphasis 

Regulation 6 
(e) A single ingredient product defined by the Associa-

tion of American Feed Control Officials is not re-
quired to have an ingredient statement. 

WAC 16-200-790 
(5) A single ingredient product defined by the Associa-
tion of American Feed Control Officials, as published in 
the 1998 official publication of Association of American 
Feed Control Officials, is not required to have an ingre-
dient statement. 

WAC 16-252-090 
(4) A single ingredient product, as defined by the Asso-

ciation of American Feed Control Officials Official 
Publication, does not need an ingredient statement. 

 

Identical to AAFCO and current WAC 

Regulation 6 
(b) The name of each ingredient must be shown in let-

ters or type of the same size. 

WAC 16-200-790 
(2) The name of each ingredient must be shown in let-
ters or type of the same size. 

WAC 16-252-090 
(5) The names of all listed ingredients must be shown in 
the same size of letters or type. 

Identical to AAFCO and current WAC 

Regulation PF5 
(c) Brand or trade names shall not be used in the in-

gredient statement. 

WAC 16-200-790 
(9) The use of commercial, copyrighted brand, or trade 
names in the guarantees and ingredient listing shall not 
be permitted. 

WAC 16-252-090 
(6) Commercial, copyrighted, brand, or trade names must 
not be used in the ingredient statement. 

Identical to AAFCO and current WAC 

Regulation 6 
(c) No reference to quality or grade of an ingredient 

shall appear in the ingredient statement of a feed. 

WAC 16-200-790 
(3) No reference to quality or grade of an ingredient shall 
appear in the ingredient statement of a feed. 

WAC 16-252-090 
(7) No reference to quality or grade of an ingredient may 
appear in the ingredient statement. 

Identical to AAFCO and current WAC 
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Regulation 6 
(j) The term “dehydrated” may precede the name of 

any product that has been artificially dried. 

WAC 16-200-790 
(4) The term “dehydrated” may precede the name of any 
product that has been artificially dried. 

WAC 16-252-090 
(8) The term “dehydrated” may precede the name of any 
product that has been artificially dried. 

Identical to AAFCO and current WAC 

Regulation 6 
(g) When the word “iodized” is used in connection with 
a feed ingredient, the feed ingredient shall contain not 
less than 0.007% iodine, uniformly distributed. 

WAC 16-200-790 
(7) When the word “iodized” is used in connection with a 
feed ingredient, the feed ingredient shall contain not less 
than 0.007% iodine, uniformly distributed. 

WAC 16-252-090 
(9) When the word “iodized” is used in connection with a 
feed ingredient, the ingredient must contain at least 
0.007% iodine, uniformly distributed. 

Identical to AAFCO and current WAC 

 WAC 16-200-790 
(8) The term “degermed” must precede the name of any 
product from which the germ was wholly or partially re-
moved. 

WAC 16-252-090 
(10) The term “degermed” must precede the name of any 
product from which germs were wholly or partially re-
moved. 

Identical to current WAC 

  WAC 16-252-090 
(11) If a drug is used, it does not have to be listed in the 

ingredient statement.  However, the drug name is re-
quired to be listed on the label (see WAC 16-252-025 
and WAC 16-252-042). 

 

Added because this is current industry practice. 

Regulation 3(a)(1) 
 

IX. The term “meat” and “meat by-products” shall 
be qualified to designate the animal from which 
the meat and meat by-products is derived 
unless the meat and meat by-products are 
made from cattle, swine, sheep and goats. 

Regulation PF5 
(b) The ingredients “meat” or “meat by-products” shall 
be qualified to designate the animal from which the 
meat or meat by-products are derived unless the meat 
or meat by-products are derived from cattle, swine, 
sheep, goats, or any combination thereof.  For exam-
ple, ingredients derived from horses shall be listed as 
“horsemeat” or “horsemeat by-products”. 

WAC 16-200-760 
(9) The term “meat” and “meat by-products” shall be 
qualified to designate the animal from which the meat 
and meat by-products is derived unless the meat and 
meat by-products are made from cattle, swine, sheep 
and goats. 

WAC 16-252-090 
(12) Unless meat and meat by-products are made from 
cattle, swine, sheep or goats, the terms “meat” and “meat 
by-products” must specifically identify the animal from 
which they are derived. 

• Identical to AAFCO and current WAC 
• Rewritten for clarity. 
• Moved to WAC 16-250-090, Feed Ingredient 

Statement requirements. 
 

 WAC 16-200-755(1)(d) 
(v) Moisture guarantees shall be shown as a part of the 
guaranteed analysis on the labels of all canned pet 
foods and specialty pet foods. When water is added in 
the preparation of canned foods for animals, water must 
be listed as an ingredient; 

WAC 16-252-090 
(13) When water is added in the preparation of canned 
pet food, the water must be listed as an ingredient. 

Identical to underlined portion of current WAC 

    
Regulation 9. Drug and Feed Additives  WAC 16-252-095 Drug and feed additive require-

ments. 
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Regulation 9 
(a) Prior to approval of a registration application 

and/or approval of a label for commercial feed 
which contain additives (including drugs, other 
special purpose additives, or non-nutritive addi-
tives) the distributor may be required to submit 
evidence to prove the safety and efficacy of the 
commercial feed when used according to the di-
rections furnished on the label. 

 WAC 16-252-095 
(1) Before the department approves a registration appli-
cation and/or a label for pet food or specialty pet food that 
contains additives (including drugs, other special purpose 
additives, or nonnutritive additives), the distributor may be 
required to submit, to the department, satisfactory evi-
dence proving the safety and effectiveness of the pet 
food or specialty pet food when used according to the di-
rections on the label. 

Substantially the same as AAFCO 

Regulation 9 
(b) Satisfactory evidence of safety and efficacy of a 

commercial feed may be: 

 WAC 16-252-095 
(2) Satisfactory evidence of the safety and effectiveness 
of a pet food or specialty pet food that contains additives 
(including drugs, other special purpose additives, or non-
nutritive additives) is established if one or more of the fol-
lowing apply: 

Substantially the same as AAFCO 

Regulation 9(b) 
(1) When the commercial feed contains such addi-

tives, the use of which conforms to the re-
quirements of the applicable regulation in the 
Code of Federal Regulations, Title 21, or 
which are “prior sanctioned” or “informal re-
view sanctioned” or “generally recognized as 
safe” for such use, or 

 WAC 16-252-095(2) 
(a) When the use of a pet food or specialty pet food con-
taining such additives either: 
 (i) Conforms to the requirements of the applicable 
regulation in 21 CFR, 2002 edition; or 
 (ii) Are "prior sanctioned"; or 
 (iii) Are "informal review sanctioned"; or 
 (iv) "Generally recognized as safe" (GRAS) for 
such use. 

Substantially the same as AAFCO 

Regulation 9(b) 
(2) When the commercial feed is itself a drug as 

defined in Section 3(g) of the Act and is gen-
erally recognized as safe and effective for the 
labeled use or is marketed subject to an appli-
cation approved by the Food and Drug Ad-
ministration under Title 21 U.S.C. 360 b, or 

 WAC 16-252-095(2) 
(b) When the pet food or specialty pet food is itself a 
drug, and is: 
 (i) Generally recognized as safe (GRAS) and ef-
fective for the labeled use; or 
 (ii) Marketed subject to an application approved 
by the Food and Drug Administration under Title 21 
U.S.C. 360 b as amended effective on the date these 
rules were adopted. 

Substantially the same as AAFCO 
Deleted underlined AAFCO language and added 
definition to WAC 16-250-010 Commercial feed 
terms and definitions. 

Regulation 9(b) 
(3) When one of the purposes for feeding a com-

mercial feed is to impart immunity (that is to act 
through some immunological process) the con-
stituents imparting immunity have been ap-
proved for the purpose through the Federal Vi-
rus, Serum and Toxins Act of 1913, as 
amended, or 

 WAC 16-252-095(2) 
(c) When one purpose for feeding a pet food or specialty 
pet food is to immunize through some immunological 
process and the immunizing drugs or additives have been 
approved for the purpose through the Federal Virus, Se-
rum and Toxins Act of 1913, as amended in 1985. 

Substantially the same as AFFCO 

Regulation 9(b) 
(4) When the commercial feed is a direct fed mi-

crobial product and: 

 WAC 16-252-095(2) 
(d) When the pet food or specialty pet food is a directly 
fed microbial product and the: 

Substantially the same as AFFCO 

Regulation 9(b)(4) 
I. The product meets the particular fermentation 

product definition; and 

 WAC 16-252-095(2)(d) 
(i) Product meets the particular fermentation product defi-
nition as listed in the Association of American Feed Con-
trol Officials official publication; and 

Substantially the same as AFFCO.  Added under-
lined phrase for clarity. 
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Regulation 9(b)(4) 

II. The microbial content statement, as ex-
pressed in the labeling, is limited to the fol-
lowing: “Contains a source of live (viable) 
naturally occurring microorganisms.” This 
statement shall appear on the label; and 

 WAC 16-252-095(2)(d) 
(ii) Required microbial content statement on the label is 
limited to the following:  "Contains a source of live (viable) 
naturally occurring microorganisms"; and 

Substantially the same as AFFCO 

Regulation 9(b)(4) 
III. The source is stated with a corresponding 

guarantee expressed in accordance with 
Regulation 4.(g). 

 WAC 16-252-095(2)(d) 
(iii) Source is stated with a corresponding guarantee ex-
pressed according to WAC 16-252-076 requirements. 

Substantially the same as AFFCO 

Regulation 9(b) 
(5) When the commercial feed is an enzyme prod-

uct and: 

 WAC 16-252-095(2) 
(e) When the pet food or specialty pet food is an enzyme 
product and the: 
 

Substantially the same as AFFCO 

Regulation 9(b)(5) 
I. The product meets the particular enzyme 

definition defined by the Association of 
American Feed Control Officials; and 

 WAC 16-252-095(2)(e) 
(i) Product meets the particular enzyme definition listed in 
the Association of American Feed Control Officials official 
publication; and 

Substantially the same as AFFCO 

Regulation 9(b)(5) 
II. The enzyme is stated with a corresponding 

guarantee expressed in accordance with 
Regulation 4.(h). 

 WAC 16-252-095(2)(e) 
(ii) Enzyme is stated with a corresponding guarantee ex-
pressed according to WAC 16-252-076 requirements. 

Substantially the same as AFFCO 

    
Regulation 7. Directions for Use and Precautionary 
Statements 

WAC 16-200-795 Directions for use and precaution-
ary statements. 

WAC 16-252-100  "Directions for use" and "precau-
tionary statement" requirements.   

 

Regulation 7 
(a) Directions for use and precautionary state-
ments on the labeling of all commercial feeds and 
customer-formula feeds containing additives (in-
cluding drugs, special purpose additives, or non-
nutritive additives) shall: 

WAC 16-200-795 
(1) Directions for use and precautionary statements on 
the labeling of all commercial feeds and customer-
formula feeds containing additives (including drugs, spe-
cial purpose additives, or nonnutritive additives) shall: 

WAC 16-252-100 
(1) Directions for use and precautionary statements on 
required labeling of all pet food and specialty pet foods 
containing additives (including, but not limited to, drugs, 
nonprotein nitrogen, special purpose additives, or nonnu-
tritive additives) must: 
 

The AAFCO Feed Labeling Committee is recom-
mending to the AAFCO Model Bill Committee that the 
words “including those” be added where they have 
been added to the proposed WAC.  The stated pur-
pose is to clarify that States have the authority to en-
force the BSE Caution Statement on all feeds when 
required.  Additional changes in the proposed WAC 
are to further clarify this position. 

Regulation 7(a) 
(1) Be adequate to enable safe and effective use 

for the intended purposes by users with no 
special knowledge of the purpose and use of 
such articles; and, 

WAC 16-200-795(1) 
(a) Be adequate to enable safe and effective use for the 
intended purposes by users with no special knowledge 
of the purpose and use of such articles; and 

WAC 16-252-100(1)   
(a) Be adequate to enable users with no special knowl-
edge of the purpose and use of the feed to use it safely 
and effectively for its intended purposes; and 
 

Identical to AAFCO and current WAC 

Regulation 7(a) 
(2) Include, but not be limited to, all information 

described by all applicable regulations under 
the Federal Food, Drug and Cosmetic Act. 

WAC 16-200-795(1) 
(b) Include, but not be limited to, all information de-
scribed by all applicable regulations of the Code of Fed-
eral Regulations, Title 21, parts 500-599 under the Fed-
eral Food, Drug and Cosmetic Act as provided in the 
1998 edition. 

WAC 16-252-100(1)   
(b) Include all information described by all applicable 
regulations of 21 CFR, Parts 500-599 under the Federal 
Food, Drug and Cosmetic Act, 2002 edition. 
  
 

• Identical to AAFCO and current WAC 
• Updated reference 
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 Note: 

The Food and Drug Administration’s regulations are 
published in the Code of Federal Regulations, and 
are available in book format from the Superintendent 
of Documents, Government Printing Office, Washing-
ton, D.C. 20402. A copy of the 1998 edition, Parts 
200-599 is on file with the department. 

Note: The Food and Drug Administration's regulations are 
published in the Code of Federal Regulations, and are avail-
able in book format from the Superintendent of Documents, 
Government Printing Office, Washington, D.C. 20402.  They 
are also available on the Internet at 
http://www.access.gpo.gov/nara/cfr/cfr-retrieve.html#page1.  A 
copy of the 2002 edition Parts 500-599 are also on file with the 
department. 

• Identical to current WAC 
• Updated reference 
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Regulation 7 

(b) Adequate directions for use and precautionary 
statements are required for feeds containing non-
protein nitrogen as specified in Regulation 8. 

 
(c) Adequate directions for use and precautionary 
statements necessary for safe and effective use 
are required on commercial feeds distributed to 
supply particular dietary needs or for supplement-
ing or fortifying the usual diet or ration with any vi-
tamin, mineral, or other dietary nutrient or com-
pound. 
 

Regulation PF8.   
(a) Dog or cat food, including snacks or treats, labeled as 

complete and balanced for any or all life stages, as 
provided in Regulation PF7(c)(1), except those pet 
foods labeled in accordance with Regulation PF7(d), 
shall list feeding directions on the product label. 
These directions shall be consistent with the intended 
use(s) indicated in the nutritional adequacy statement, 
unless a limited use or more limited life stage desig-
nation is declared elsewhere (e.g., "adult formula"). 
These directions shall be expressed in common terms 
and shall appear prominently on the label. Feeding di-
rections shall, at a minimum, state, "Feed (weight/unit 
of product) per (weight only) of dog (or cat)". The fre-
quency of feeding shall also be specified. 

(b) When a dog or cat food is intended for use by or under 
the supervision or direction of a veterinarian, the 
statement: "Use only as directed by your veterinarian" 
may be used in lieu of feeding directions. 

(c) Specialty pet food, including snacks or treats, labeled 
as complete and balanced for any or all life stages, as 
provided in Regulation PF7(a), shall list feeding direc-
tions on the product label. These feeding directions 
shall be adequate to meet the nutrient requirements of 
the intended species of specialty pet as recom-
mended by the AAFCO-recognized nutritional author-
ity. These directions shall be expressed in common 
terms and shall appear prominently on the label. The 
frequency of feeding shall also be specified. 

 

WAC 16-200-795 
(2) Adequate directions for use and precautionary state-
ments as identified in subsection (1) of this section are 
required for feeds containing nonprotein nitrogen as 
specified in WAC 16-200-830. 
 
 
(3) Adequate directions for use and precautionary state-
ments necessary for safe and effective use as identified 
in subsection (1) of this section are required on commer-
cial feeds distributed to supply particular dietary needs or 
for supplementing or fortifying the usual diet or ration 
with any vitamin, mineral, or other dietary nutrient or 
compound. 

WAC 16-252-100 
(2) Adequate directions for use and precautionary state-
ments identified in subsection (1) of this section are re-
quired for pet food and specialty pet food that is distrib-
uted to: 
 (a) Supply particular dietary needs; or 
 (b) Supplement or fortify the usual diet or ration 
with any vitamin, mineral, or other dietary nutrient or 
compound. 
 (3)(a) When a pet food or specialty pet food is in-
tended for use by or under the supervision of a veterinar-
ian, the statement "use only as directed by your veterinar-
ian" must be on the label.  When such a statement is on a 
pet food label, feeding instructions are not required, but 
may appear on the label.  This regulation takes prece-
dence over other regulations in this subsection. 
 (b) Pet food, including snacks or treats, labeled as 
"complete and balanced" for any or all life stages, must 
list feeding directions on the label.  Any pet food labeled 
as "snacks" or "treats" that contains a drug, must list 
feeding directions on the label.  These directions must: 
 (i) Be expressed in common terms; 
 (ii) Appear prominently on the label; 
 (iii) State the frequency of feeding; and 
 (iv) At a minimum state, "feed (weight or other 
measure of product) per (weight only) of dog (or cat)." 
 (c) Directions must be consistent with the in-
tended use(s) indicated in the nutritional adequacy 
statement, unless a limited use or more limited life stage 
designation is declared elsewhere (for example, "adult 
formula"). 
 (d) Directions must be given for each life stage 
stated on the label. 
 (4)(a) Pet food and specialty pet food snacks and 
treats do not require feeding directions on the label ex-
cept when they: 
 (i) Are labeled as "complete and balanced"; or 
 (ii) Contain a drug. 
 (b) Feeding directions may be on the label for 
snacks and treats even when not required. 
 

• Substantially the same as AAFCO  
• Reformatted for clarity 
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Regulation PF7. (c)  

(3) The statement: "This product is intended for inter-
mittent or supplemental feeding only", if a product 
does not meet the requirements of Regulation PF7(a) 
or (b) or any other special nutritional or dietary need 
and so is suitable only for limited or intermittent or 
supplementary feeding. 

 

 WAC 16-252-100   
(5) Pet food and specialty pet food labels must contain 
the statement "This product is intended for intermittent or 
supplemental feeding only," if the product does not meet 
the nutrient requirements of the appropriate AAFCO rec-
ognized nutrient profile, feeding protocol, or any other 
special nutritional or dietary need, thus making it suitable 
only for limited, intermittent, or supplementary feeding. 
 

• Substantially the same as AAFCO 

    
 WAC 16-200-820 Screenings. WAC 16-252-110 Screenings.  
 WAC 16-200-820 

(3) Screenings must not contain any seed or other prod-
uct injurious to animals, and must be ground fine enough 
or otherwise treated to destroy the viability of the nox-
ious seeds contained therein. 
WAC 16-200-815 
(2) All screenings or by-products of grains and 
seeds containing weed seeds, when used in com-
mercial feed or sold as such to the ultimate con-
sumer, shall be ground fine enough or otherwise 
treated to destroy the viability of such weed seeds 
so that the finished product contains no more than 
one viable prohibited (primary) noxious weed seeds 
per pound and not more than twenty-five viable re-
stricted (secondary) noxious weed seeds per 
pound. 
 

WAC 16-252-110 
(1) If screenings are used in a pet food or specialty pet 
food, they must: 
 (a) Not contain any seed, pesticide, or other prod-
uct that renders it adulterated within the meaning of RCW 
15.53.902; and 
 (b) Be ground fine enough or otherwise treated to 
destroy the viability of the noxious weed seeds contained 
in the screening so that the finished product contains no 
more than one viable prohibited noxious weed seed per 
pound and not more than twenty-five viable restricted 
noxious weed seeds per pound. 
 

• Substantially the same as current WAC 
• Rewritten for clarity 

  WAC 16-252-110 
(2) For purposes of this pet food and specialty pet food, 
commercial feed rule, prohibited noxious weed seeds are 
those listed in WAC 16-301-045 (Prohibited noxious 
weed seeds) and restricted noxious weed seeds are 
those listed in WAC 16-301-050 (Restricted noxious 
weed seeds). 

Added for clarity.   
• RCW 15.53.902 states that the types of weed 

seeds to be considered here are those authorized 
by RCW 15.49.330.  WAC 16-301-045 and WAC 
16-301-050 were authorized by RCW 15.49.330.  

    
Regulation 10. Adulterants WAC 16-200-815 Adulteration. WAC 16-252-120 Adulteration of pet food 

and specialty pet food.   
 

Regulation 10 
(a) For the purpose of Section 7(a)(1) of the Act, the 
terms “poisonous or deleterious substances” include 
but are not limited to the following: 

WAC 16-200-815 
(1) Pursuant to RCW 15.53.902, the terms “poisonous or 
deleterious substances” include but are not limited to the 
following: 

WAC 16-252-120 
(1) The terms "poisonous or deleterious substances" as 
used in RCW 15.53.902 include, but are not limited to, 
the following: 
 

Identical to AAFCO and current WAC 
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 (a) A commercial feed or feed ingredient which contains 

more than twenty parts per billion aflatoxin B1, B2, G1, 
G2, individually or total; 

WAC 16-252-120(1) 
(a) Any ingredient, pet food or specialty pet food that con-
tains more than twenty parts per billion aflatoxin B1, B2, 
G1, G2, individually or in total. 
 

• Identical to AAFCO and current WAC 
• Used a table format for clarity 

Regulation 10(a) 
(4) Soybean meal, flakes or pellets or other vege-
table meals, flakes or pellets which have been ex-
tracted with trichlorethylene or other chlorinated 
solvents. 

WAC 16-200-815(1) 
(e) Soybean meal, flakes or pellets or other vegetable 
meals, flakes or pellets which have been extracted with 
trichlorethylene or other chlorinated solvents; 

WAC 16-252-120(1) 
(b) Soybean meal, flakes or pellets or other vegetable 
meals, flakes or pellets that have been extracted with tri-
chlorethylene or other chlorinated solvents. 
 

Identical to AAFCO and current WAC 

Regulation 10(a) 
(5) Sulfur dioxide, Sulfurous acid, and salts of Sul-
furous acid when used in or on feeds or feed in-
gredients which are considered or reported to be a 
significant source of vitamin B1 (Thiamine). 

WAC 16-200-815(1) 
(f) Sulfur dioxide, sulfurous acid, and salts of sulfurous 
acid when used in or on feeds or feed ingredients which 
are considered or reported to be a significant source of 
vitamin B1 (Thiamine); 

WAC 16-252-120(1) 
(c) Sulfur dioxide, sulfurous acid, and salts of sulfurous 
acid when used in or on pet food or pet food ingredients 
that are considered or reported to be a significant source 
of vitamin B1 (thiamine). 
 

Identical to AAFCO and current WAC 

 WAC 16-200-815(1) 
(g) Any substance which is prohibited by the Code of 
Federal Regulations, Title 21, Part 589, effective April 1, 
1998. 

WAC 16-252-120(1) 
(d) Any substance that is prohibited by 21 CFR, Part 589, 
2002 edition. 
 

• Identical to current WAC 
• Update reference 

Regulation 10 
(b) All screenings or by-products of grains and seeds 
containing weed seeds, when used in commercial feed 
or sold as such to the ultimate consumer, shall be 
ground fine enough or otherwise treated to destroy the 
viability of such weed seeds so that the finished prod-
uct contains no more than ______ viable prohibited 
weed seeds per pound and not more than ______ vi-
able restricted weed seeds per pound. 

WAC 16-200-815 
(2) All screenings or by-products of grains and seeds 
containing weed seeds, when used in commercial feed 
or sold as such to the ultimate consumer, shall be 
ground fine enough or otherwise treated to destroy the 
viability of such weed seeds so that the finished product 
contains no more than one viable prohibited (primary) 
noxious weed seeds per pound and not more than 
twenty-five viable restricted (secondary) noxious weed 
seeds per pound. 

WAC 16-252-120 
2) When screenings are used in a pet food or specialty 
pet food, the screenings and the finished product must 
comply with the requirements in WAC 16-252-110 or the 
pet food will be considered adulterated. 
 

• Rewritten for clarity 
• Incorporated much of the content into WAC 16-

250-110 
• From RCW 15.53.902(10) 

  WAC 16-252-120 
(3) Pet food or specialty pet food containing raw or un-
processed animal waste will be considered adulterated. 
 

• All existing regulations pertain to processed ani-
mal waste.  

• FDA published in the Vol. 45, No. 251, December 
30, 1980, Federal Register a notice that states  
“…some processing of animal waste intended for 
use as a feed ingredient is necessary to minimize 
the possibility of harmful levels of pathogenic mi-
croorganisms that may be present in the waste.” 

    
 WAC 16-200-840 Artificial color. WAC 16-252-140 Use of artificial coloring.  
 An artificial color may be used in feeds only if it has been 

shown to be harmless to animals. No material shall be 
used to enhance the natural color of a feed or feed in-
gredient whereby inferiority would be concealed. 

WAC 16-252-140 
(1) Artificial coloring may be used in pet food if it is harm-

less to animals. 
(2) Any pet food or specialty pet food ingredient or pet 

food or specialty pet food product must not contain 
materials that enhance the natural color of a food if it 
conceals inferiorities. 

 

• Substantially the same as current WAC 
• Rewritten and reformatted for clarity 
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 WAC 16-200-860 Used sacks and containers. WAC 16-252-150 Reusing bags, totes, and containers.  

AFFCO Policy Statement – not part of the model regula-
tions. 
Use of Second-Hand Bags--The re-use of bags or totes 
may result in adulteration and misbranding of a commer-
cial feed. Materials that may be harmful to or unapproved 
for certain animals may remain in used bags or totes in 
sufficient quantities to be a source of feed adulteration 
when such bags or totes are re-used.  Second hand bags 
or totes should not be re-used, unless the bags or totes 
are adequately cleaned.  Materials in used bags or totes 
that could be a source of adulteration include, but are not 
limited to: drugs, pesticides, concentrated minerals and 
feed additives, prohibited mammalian protein products, 
and biological organisms.  The potential for biological 
feed adulteration is especially significant when the re-
used bags or totes have been previously stored at an 
animal production site.   Used bags or totes transferred 
from an animal production site back to the manufacturing 
establishment may cause biological adulteration of feed 
when such bags or totes are re-used or cause biological 
contamination of the manufacturing facility resulting in 
production of adulterated feed.  Misbranding of an article 
may occur if stenciling or printed matter on re-used bags 
or totes represents another product and/or another manu-
facturer. 

Used sacks and containers may be used again if thor-
oughly cleaned so that all feed and foreign matter is re-
moved; and if the outer surface is free from all matter 
and labeling deceptive as to the contents of the sack and 
the container: Provided, That sacks and containers used 
for chemicals, pesticides, treated seeds, or other poten-
tial adulterants shall not knowingly be used for feed. 

WAC 16-252-150 
Bags, totes, or nonporous containers of similar capacity 
used for pet food or specialty pet food must not be reused 
unless appropriately cleaned.  A firm that intends to reuse 
bags, totes, or containers must document their clean-out 
procedures. 

Note:"Appropriate cleaning procedures" are procedures 
that prevent cross contamination of products that 
would create a safety concern.  Examples of safety 
concerns include: 

 (1) Medicated products contaminating nonmedicated 
products; 

 (2) Prohibited mammalian protein contaminating rumi-
nant feed; and 

 (3) Feed containing minerals, or other additives, in-
tended for one species contaminating feed intended 
for another species that is more sensitive to a mineral 
or other additive. 

 
 

• FDA/CVM would like to ban all reuse of sacks 
because of difficulty of making sure sacks are 
truly clean. 

 
• The department believes this proposed regulation 

addresses most of the concerns that the AAFCO 
policy statement raises and yet is reasonable for 
industry to comply with. 

    
 WAC 16-200-805 Tonnage fees. WAC 16-252-155 Tonnage reporting and fee require-

ments. 
 

 Pursuant to RCW 15.53.9018, each initial distributor of a 
commercial feed in this state shall pay to the department 
of agriculture an inspection fee of nine cents per ton on 
all commercial feed sold by such person during the year. 
The minimum inspection fee, the late penalty fee and 
exceptions to payment of fee are as authorized in RCW 
15.53.9018. 

WAC 16-252-155 
Each initial distributor of a pet food or specialty pet food 
in or into Washington state must pay the department an 
inspection fee of nine cents per ton on all pet food or 
specialty pet food they sold, for distribution within Wash-
ington state, during the year.  The minimum inspection 
fee, the late penalty fee, and exceptions to payment of 
the fee are as authorized in RCW 15.53.9018. 
 

• Substantially the same as current WAC 
• Rewritten for clarity 

    
  WAC 16-252-165 Registration requirements.  
  WAC 16-252-165 

(1) All registration applications for pet food and specialty 
pet food must be on forms available from the department. 
 

• Substantially the same as current WAC 
• Rewritten and reformatted for clarity 
• Additional language from RCW 15.53.99013(1) 
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  WAC 16-252-165 

(2) The application for pet food and specialty pet food 
registration, to be completed by applicants and regis-
trants, must include: 
(a) The company name (registrant); 
(b) Complete business mailing address; 
(c) Complete physical address of the business, if dif-

ferent than the mailing address; 
(d) Telephone number; 
(e) Company name on label if different than the reg-

istrant; 
(f) Number of products sold in small packages of less 

than ten pounds; 
(g) Number of products sold in large packages of ten 

pounds or more; 
(h) Company registrar's name; 
(i) Company registrar's title; 
(j) Registrar's signature; and 
(k) Date signed. 

 

• Substantially the same as current WAC 
• Rewritten and reformatted for clarity 

  Note: The application for registration of pet food and specialty 
pet food products may be downloaded from the Internet 
at 
http://www.wa.gov/agr/FoodAnimal/AnimalFeed/Forms/F
orm4307.pdf. 

 

• Added to help registrant easily obtain form 

    
 WAC 16-200-885 Commercial feed label submission. WAC 16-252-170 Label submission requirements.  
 Pursuant to RCW 15.53.9013, license applicants or li-

censees shall submit copies of commercial feed labels 
and labeling, when requested by the department with 
just cause, in order to determine compliance with the 
provisions of laws and rules 

WAC 16-252-170 
Pet food and specialty pet food registrants must submit 
copies of their labels and labeling to the department 
when: 

 (1) Applying for a registration; or 
 (2) The label is revised by the registrant; or 
 (3) When requested by the department for reason-

able cause. 
 

Substantially the same as current WAC 

    
Regulation 11. Good Manufacturing Practices WAC 16-200-887 Good manufacturing practices. WAC 16-252-180 Good manufacturing practices 

adopted. 
 

Regulation 11 
(a) For the purposes of enforcement of Section 7(d) of 

the Act the ______ adopts the following as current 
good manufacturing practices: 

WAC 16-200-887 
For the purposes of enforcement of RCW 15.53.902(9) 
the department adopts the following as current good 
manufacturing practices: 

WAC 16-252-180 
The following good manufacturing practices are adopted: 

Substantially the same as AAFCO and current WAC 
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Regulation 11(a) 
(1) The regulations prescribing good manufactur-

ing practices for Type B and Type C medi-
cated feeds as published in the Code of Fed-
eral Regulations, Title 21, Part 225, Sections  
225.1-225.202. 

WAC 16-200-887 
(1) The regulations prescribing current good manufactur-
ing practices for Type B and Type C medicated feeds as 
published in the 1995 edition of the Code of Federal 
Regulations, Title 21, Part 225, Sections 225.1.225.202. 

WAC 16-252-180 
(1) Regulations prescribing current good manufacturing 
practices for Type B and Type C medicated feeds as pub-
lished in 21 CFR, Part 225, Sections 225.1-225.202, 
2002 edition. 
 

• Identical to AAFCO and current WAC 
• Updated references 

Regulation 11(a) 
(2) The regulations prescribing good manufactur-

ing practices for Type A Medicated Articles as 
published in the Code of Federal Regulations, 
Title 21, Part 226, Sections 226.1-226.115. 

WAC 16-200-887 
(2) The regulations prescribing good manufacturing 
practices for Type A Medicated Articles as published in 
the 1995 edition of the Code of Federal Regulations, Ti-
tle 21, Part 226, Sections 226.1.226.115. 

WAC 16-252-180 
(2) Regulations prescribing good manufacturing practices 
for Type A Medicated Articles as published in 21 CFR, 
Part 226, Sections 226.1-226.115, 2002 edition. 
 

• Identical to AAFCO and current WAC 
• Updated references 

  WAC 16-252-180 
(3) Regulations pertaining to animal proteins prohibited in 
ruminant feed as published in 21 CFR, Part 589.2000, 
2002 edition. 
 

Added to make it very clear that federal regulation 
designed to prevent the occurrence and amplification 
of Bovine Spongiform Encephalopathy applies in 
Washington State.  Currently we have authority to en-
force these regulations under RCW 15.53.902  

 

http://www.leg.wa.gov/wsladm/nonexistcite.cfm?type=RCW
http://www.leg.wa.gov/wsladm/nonexistcite.cfm?type=RCW

